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~CONCERN FOR THE WEAK MINDED, THE

WEAK OF WILL ~
From Metropolitan Archbishopes Paul, S.S.B.

To the flock entrusted into my care:

There are many types of what are considered to be the weak of mind
or will, some of which really are not weak. By way of example, the
submissive, especially in a dominant - submissive relationship,
usualy is the one who controls the relationship. And there are the
weak who continually fall into sin, but who continually battle sin,

and because they do not give up but continue to battle, really are not

The American Indians (whether of North, Central, or South America) and the Europeans who settled in the Americas, did not
think alike for their cultures, religions, and other factors, were extremely different. Many of what they valued were the same,
such as the necessities of life, some luxuries, and a good life for themselves and their families. But what each considered
necessities, luxuries, and a good life, and the means by which they were to be obtained, often differed and that difference was, in
some instances, so great as to create a barrier against mutual understanding or commonality in thought. Without common
standards there was conflict. Cultures can over come these barriers with the passage of generations. But good and evil can never
over come these barriers - evil must eventually fail for good has already triumphed.
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THE MAIN WAY BAAL
WASWORSHIPED BY THE
CARTHAGINIANS AND
THE JEWSWHO

ABANDONED GOD
Theidol of Baal had alarge furnacein
its belly. Its face had a gaping mouth
with a hinged tongue. Living aborted
babies, new born babies, and children
were thrown onto the tongue which
tilted on its hinges dropping the chil-
dren into the fire. It was common for
five hundred and more children at a
time to be “sacrificed” - murdered - in
thisway BY THEIR PARENTS.

If just the thought of this makes you
sick, why are you not sick at the
thought of modern day abortion. There
really is no difference.

+

weak.

There is another type which seems to
drift into bad situations, such as drug
users. But since many if not most drug
users knowingly and willfully do
things which harm othersin the course
of obtaining drugs, and even sall drugs
or “hook” others on drugs so-as-to
obtain a temporary discount, or an
additional “fix”, these too are not
really weak of will.

Then there are those who seem to exist
on the edges of society, or even the
(Continued WEAK on page 6)

TO WHAT EXTENT
CHARITY

God's Charity for us is beyond the
ability of any creature to measure. He
desires to help us in every manner
possible. While His ability to help usis
total, we have the ahility to block His
assistance to us. We have the ability to
decline His assistance. We have the
ability to not seek His assistance. God

(Continued CHARITY on page 24)

THE WISE BEGGAR
SEEKSTHE FREEDOM
FOUND IN THE NATURAL
ORDER OF GOD THE
SUPREME
(A seriesof Related Articlesin
thislssue. Part 1 of 6.)

WHY WAIT?BE
PREPARED NOW!

Accept the alms alr eady given and
give likewise.

Our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ -
God, makes it very clear that some
very horrible events will take place

(Continued 1 OF 6 on page 24)

Father Dcn. Dismas
(Francis X. Grant), S.S.B.

It is with sorrow for ourselves, and joy
for him, that we note that Father Dis-
mas has Fallen AdeepinthelLord, on 5
October 2006 A. D. Archbishop Paul
was with him until a few hours before
Father Dismas closed hiseyesin eternal
rest. The Archbishop expressed great
sorrow at the loss of his brother in
Chrigt, and joy on hisimmersion in the
Charity of God.

Memory Eternal !

More than any member of the Clergy in
(Continued DISM AS on page 6)

CBS- THE NETWORK -
HASOVERTLY ATTACKED

CHRISTIANITY

On 16 December 2006 A. D., CBS
used its program 48 Hours to attack
the basic foundation of Christianity, the
Virgin Birth of Chrigt. It attacked the
conception of Christ as being by the
overshadowing of the Ever Virgin
Mary by the Holy Spirit, and at one
point called the conception of Christ
the result of adultery (fornication) by
the Virgin Mary.

(Continued CBS on page 6)
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PUBLICATION NOTICE

REUNION isareligious publication with of-
fices at the address given below. Circula-
tion is approximately . All contents are
copyright ©, January 1, 2007 A.D., RE-
UNION, The Society of Clerks Secular of
Saint Basil, C/O St. Mary Magdal ene Ortho-
dox Church, 125 Hartsie Dr., Waveland,
Mississippi 39576, USA (post Katrina tem-
porary address C/O Holy Innocents, 311
Hickory Avenue, Harahan, Louisiana 70123
USA), unless separately copyrighted, and
may be reproduced without permission pro-
vided credit is given. All by-lined articles
may be used by the author without permis-
sion at any time. Literary contributions are
welcome; no fee will be paid for same; edi-
torial control will be maintained by RE-
UNION. All submissionsfor publication are
made subject to these provisions, and must
bear the name, address, telephone number,
and signature of the contributor.

The sole purpose of this publication is to
comply with the teachings and instructions
of Jesus Christ, second person of the Trinity
God, and to further His kingdom.

*** SUBSCRIPTIONS: REUNION is pub-
lished in both print and electronic
(computer/BBS) format. Publication dates
areirregular. It is available free for down-
loading from REUNION NETWORK (see
information below), or by e-mail mailing
list subscription (which is free) to
REU_PUB@REU.ORG with the message
SUBSCRIBE REU_PUB YOUR NAME.
Just because an issue is published in RE-
UNION BBS does not mean it will be print
published also. Print publication distribu-
tion is to (in order of preference): finan-
cialy contributing parishioners of Holy In-
nocents Orthodox Church (Harahan / New

Orleans) and of St. Mary Magdalene Orthodox
Church (Waveland, Miss.); publication swaps;
those who pick up a copy and those who re-
quest a “free” subscription (if any are left);
**%* those who make a donation of $30.00 (or
more) to Holy Innocents Orthodox Church will
be mailed each print published issue of RE-
UNION for one calendar year from the date the
donation is received. A donation does not

create an obligation for usto publish.

We try to publish between four and twelve
issues per year, and to print publish each
electronically published issue, but do not
guar antee to so do due to staffing and fi-

nances.

Telephones/ dectronic addresses:
Holy Innocents

311 Hickory Avenue

Harahan, Louisiana 70123 USA
Voice and FAX (504) 738-3502
abp@reu.org

BBS telnet://reu.org
http://www.reu.org

Changes regarding receipt of REUNION, in-
cluding cancellation, should be noted on the
form opposite and sent in with your address la-

bel.

+ Paul, SSB.,

Publisher

+ The Basilians - The Basilian Fathers +

If you wish to receive REUNION please
see**** ghove, and fill in your name and
address below and send to:

REUNION

Holy Innacents Orthodox Church

311 Hickory Avenue

Harahan, Louisiana 70123

Name

Address

City

State Zip

LETTERS

(The Editorsreserve theright to reject
any submissions, and to edit as neces-
sary. Letters must be typed, single
space, signed, and include the
sender’s name address, and day and
evening telephone numbers - If your
typed letter is acompanied by an
ASCII DOS Text copy on a floppy,
we will thank you with extra prayers
- Ed)

WORLD WIDE WEB:

The direct connection to the
computer which functions as the
message, file, and communications
center for The Society of Clerks
Secular of Saint Basil, is:
http://www.reu.org

telnet://reu.org

Issues of REUNION, in color, in
Adobe PDF and HTML, are
available at:

http://www.reu.or g/public/news.htm

On Line Chat Room: at the main
web site log-in http://www.reu.org
You have to register with the system
before you can use it, and it isbest to
send e-mail to set a“ chat schedule” .

Current Active Mailing Lists
Originating From Basi|Net ReuNet
HIOC BBS
The Society of Clerks Secular of Saint
Basil - The Basilian Fathers

Each ML has its own rules, which are
posted in the ML on a regular basis.
Abbreviated commands are also in the
signature of each ML message sent via e-
mail. You must have permission from the
appropriate ML administrator to gate a
ML.

PRAYERS

Prayer requests operates under a simple
premise. When we pray for each other we
fulfill a portion of our Christian duty.
Prayers for the living and for the dead are
allowed and welcome. Those who make
prayer requests agree to include the prayer
requests of all who make them here. Prayer
requests MUST be moral and for moral

(Continued WEB on page 3)
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presumptions: that certain facts we
know and beliefs we profess are known
and possessed by those whom we are
teaching. 4

OUTLINE OF THE STUDIES CUR-
RICULUM OF THE SOCIETY OF
CLERKS SECULAR OF SAINT
BASIL Even those of uswho have been
Priests for many years should, from
time to time, review various compo-
nents of basic studies. 4

IMITATION OF CHRIST By
Thomas a Kempis Several issues ago
we began serializing the Imitation of
Christ by Thomas a Kempis. Many
things interfered with our continuation
of that presentation. We now continue
where we “left off”. 7

CHILDREN'’'S PAGE The Orthodox -
Basilian Catechism 10

PRODUCTS 12,13, 14

ANNIVERSARY OF THE FALL
FROM GRACE OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA This month
is the anniversary of the Fall From
Grace of the United States of America
On January 22nd, will be the anniver-
sary of the United States Supreme Court
decision in Roev. Wade; 18

ABORTION AND GOVERNMENT
PEOPLE - and - CHANGING FROM
FILTHY WATER TO CLEAN WA-
TER TO THE FINEST WINE Weare
like water pots. We are filled with wa-
ter, and in the course of our natural life,
that water becomes dirty with use or
stale from not being used. Our Lord
wishes to empty us of that filthy, stale
water 19

LEAVE THE PRISON OF SIN AND
JOIN THE WEDDING FEAST The
wedding feast at Canatook place on the
third day, and on the third day Christ
rose again from the dead. The wedding
feast celebrated the union of a man and
awoman into a new person, the married
person. And the resurrection of Christ

marked the reunion of mankind with
God, the marriage of Christ to His
Church. 20

LEVELS OF RELIGIOUS TEACH-
ING Our Saviour isalways our Saviour,
and He also is always our Teacher. He
teaches us through the Dogma which
has been revealed to us by God . . .
Truth does not change. 21

THE TEMPLE (CHURCH) IS THE
GATE-HOUSE TO OUR FA-
THER’'S HOUSE When our Saviour
wasteaching in thetemple at age twelve
years, He was in His Father’s house, in
the temple of His Father. Today, we, as
members of The One Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church, also worship in the
temple of God the Father. And just as
Christ was in the temple teaching, so
too, today, in all Orthodox Churches,
Christ is physically present and active.
22

A LITTLE REVIEW ABOUT HON-
ORING GOD Let us quickly review
some of the prayers we pray in Divine
Liturgy of The Holy Name of Jesus, and
some of the Scripture readings and
prayers which refer to Christ’s Name.
23

THE WISE BEGGAR SEEKS THE
FREEDOM FOUND IN THE NATU-
RAL ORDER OF GOD THE
SUPREME (A series of Related Arti-
clesin this Issue. Part 2 of 6.) BEG-
GAR, BEG NOW, DO NOT WAIT In
literature, when the beggar calls out,
“ Giveamsto the poor! Giveamstothe
poor!” 25

THE WISE BEGGAR SEEKS THE
FREEDOM FOUND IN THE NATU-
RAL ORDER OF GOD THE
SUPREME (A series of Related Arti-
cles in this Issue. Part 3 of 6.) THE
WISE BEGGAR RECEIVESWHAT
HE HAS REALLY DESIRED, BUT
FOOLISH ONE, ... WHO ISTO
KNOW WHAT HE WILL RE-
CEIVE - ONLY GOD KNOWS Art
thou he that art to come (Mat. 111:2)?
26

THE WISE BEGGAR SEEKS THE
FREEDOM FOUND IN THE NATU-
RAL ORDER OF GOD THE
SUPREME (A series of Related Arti-
cles in this Issue. Part 4 of 6.) THE
PATRON INDEBTED HIMSELF
TO THE BEGGARS AND FUL-
FILLED HIS OBLIGATION BE-
YOND THE BEGGARS DREAMS.
So, why do the beggars attack their
benefactor? The Jews were very anx-
ious to know whether or not Saint John
was the Christ because the Jews were
the people who had received the
promise 27

THE WISE BEGGAR SEEKS THE
FREEDOM FOUND IN THE NATU-
RAL ORDER OF GOD THE
SUPREME (A series of Related Arti-
clesin thislssue. Part 5 of 6.) WHEN
WE BEG GOD, ARE WE PRE-
PARED TO RECEIVE? Thereis an
aspect of sin which isa form of posi-
tive, but this concept should not be
carried too far. Everyone asks God to
help them from time to time during the
course of their life. The child who did
not study for an exam asks God to help
them know the answers. 29

THE WISE BEGGAR SEEKS THE
FREEDOM FOUND IN THE NATU-
RAL ORDER OF GOD THE
SUPREME (A series of Related Arti-
cles in this Issue. Part 6 of 6.)
CHRIST’S PEACE Glory to God in
the highest: and on earth peace to men
of good will. (Luke 2:14) These words
are a proclamation of the heavenly
army. These words are a promise and a
blessing from the heavenly army which
only speaks to mankind that which God
Himself has directed it to speak. This
therefore is a promise, prophecy, and
blessing from God, and especially from
God the Father Himsdlf. 30

Copies and back issues are available on line at http://www.reu.org
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THE WISE BEGGAR SEEK S

THE FREEDOM FOUND IN

THE NATURAL ORDER OF
GOD THE SUPREME

(A seriesof Related Articlesin
thisIssue. Part 6 of 6.)

CHRIST’SPEACE

Glory to God in the highest: and on
earth peace to men of good will. (Luke
2:14)

These words are a proclamation of the
heavenly army. These words are a
promise and a blessing from the heav-
enly army which only speaks to
mankind that which God Himself has
directed it to speak. This therefore is a
promise, prophecy, and blessing from
God, and especially from God the Fa-
ther Himsalf.

We hear many people mention peace.
Those who follow God's rules, those
who pick and chose which of His rules
they will follow, and those who follow
no rules, all speak of peace.

Thereis even areligion which has sev-
eral names, one of which is peace, but
this is one of the most violent of rdli-
gions for peace to members of that reli-
gion means submission to their will.

But there is a true peace. The peace
which is Divine. The peace which is
perfect for it is, as it were, a character
trait of God Himsalf.

Thisis the peace which was proclaimed
and promised by the heavenly army,
and it is the same peace for which the

wise beg.

But, from whom do people beg that
peace? Thefoolish seek to establish it in
and of themselves. The wise seek to es-
tablish it by bringing as many people as
possible, including themselves, to true
following of Christ - not the pick and
chose what you want from Christ type of
following, but the full acceptance of ev-
erything, including rules, from Christ.

Christ’s Peace is not just freedom from
worry, or freedom from war; it is not
freedom from anything. It is the fullest
of ever increasing happiness - happi-
ness of atype and nature which is better
than any happiness ever experienced or
even contemplated.

In the course of seeking this perfect
peace, one factor becomes very evident.
Before any one can truly receive peace,
be at peace, live in peace, he must first
make peace with God.

And in order to make peace with God,
one must be of good will. Not just avoid
being bad or evil, but actually be: of __
good __ will. Good Will. Will. On€e's
WILL must be GOOD.

Anyone can play mental and semantic
games which are lies to on€'s sdf. But
simple truth demands one acknowledge
that the GOOD which is required for
this peace be the unreservedly following
of the teachings and practices of Jesus
Christ, God, second Person of the
Blessed Trinity. After all, it was on the
day of His birth that the promise,
prophecy, and blessing was made by the
heavenly army.

And note wdll that the words were spo-
ken by the heavenly army. They were
not spoken by the heavenly diplomatic
corps, for there is no heavenly diplo-
matic corps. Diplomats are given to
compromise and concession, and there
can be no compromise, o concession,
with God, for there can be no compro-
mise, no concession, between good and
evil. For the same reason they were not
spoken by the heavenly politicians, or
the heavenly senate, neither of which
exists. Nor were these words spoken by
the heavenly choir, which does exist.
They were spoken by the heavenly
army, the only unbeaten and unbeatable
armed forces in all of creation. The
army to which we justifiably believe ev-
ery citizen of heaven belongs.

If you desire to know good will, 1ook to
the heavenly army, where every mem-
ber is one of good will. If you desire to
see this army, look up around the chal-

ice and paten which hold the blood and
body of Christ at the Consecration in
Divine Liturgy for the entirety of
heaven isthere at the time.

It is indicative of what true Christians
must be, that the heavenly army voiced
this proclamation from God. There will
be no wishy - washy in heaven. There
will be none of those who equivocate.
There will be no pansy waists. No
wooses. There will only be the firm and
strong of faith, who were of faith, hope,
and charity - Divine Love - whilein this
life.

We often hear it said that the spirit of
Christmas is peace, or giving, sefless-
ness, joy, happiness, family and friends
gathering together, good memories.
Charles Dickens had Ebenezer Scrooge
make the best response to such
thoughts, “Bah! Humbug!”

The spirit of Christmasis Christ - God.

With that realization we give Glory to
Gaod in the highest, and urge you to do
the same. And we pray and work, and
urge you to do likewise, that there will
be on earth peace to men of good will;
that all persons become of good will.
Those who declinethisinvitation areon
their own.

Ref: Titus 2:11-15; Luke 2:1-14

(Continued WEB from page 2)

purposes. . . hopefully morality will not
have to be defined at length (i.e.: use
CcoMmon Sense).

Participants and subscribers agree to
honor the moral prayer requests posted,
and to pray for those intentions and
persons for at least one week.

BIBLE-DAY

Every day we try to post a Chapter of
one of the Books of the Bible on the ML
for discussion. This began with
Genesis, Chapter 1, and continued to
the end of Genesis, and so on to the next
Book. Discussion is not limited to the
Chapter posted each day. We use the
Douay-Rheims trandation which, while
it sometimes has editorial comments
biased against the Orthodox Church, is
a basically a good, non political
trandation.

SERMONS

A place to exchange sermons by
Christians. POSTERS must be, and
certify they are: male; duly ordained
Priests, Deacons, Ministers, or
seminarians of, a Christian Church,
Jurisdiction, or Religion; that the Creed
of the Council of Niceaisthe Creed, or
expresses the basic dogma, of the
Church of which each participant is a
member. Rabbi may participate and
post. (Us Christians may learn
something). ANYONE may RECEIVE
the ML.

When you post in this ML you must
provide your church/religious affiliation
in the post.

STUDIES

The STUDIES ML is a list which
studies Orthodoxy and the
Theology/Dogma of the Holy Catholic
Apostalic Church. We attempt to have
the text of what ever book/publication
we are using posted in pertinent parts
during the discussions. This is a ow
moving ML, primarily because most
people do not wish to or have the time
to or are not inclined to read and study
asisrequired for participation in a ML

such as this. However, for those who do,
it iswell worth the effort.

ONE-BODY

This is a mailing list designed to
promote and further reunification of the
Holy Orthodox Catholic and Apostolic
Church with the Holy Roman Cathalic
and Apostolic Church and all other
Jurisdictions of the Body of Christ; and
to bring each and every human being
into union with Christ Jesus our Lord.
Activity - very light.

REU_PUB

ThisML sends REUNION (publication)
to its subscribers, without the pictures
and graphics which are in the paper
publication. The ML does support
discussion, and discussions encouraged.
Mainly used for those who desire to
receive the Newsletter but do not have
access to the WWW (each issue is
available on-line), those for whom
telephone access to the BBS part of the
system is not readily available, and
those to whom we can not send a free
print copy.

If you are already registered to use
the message and file center for the
Basilian Fathers, you may link to the
listserver directly by logging in,
selecting SUBSCRIBE MAILING
LISTSin the menu and entering your
e-mail address for the ML to which
you wish to subscribe. If you are not
already registered as a "user" you
may go to the log-in menu, register,
and then use the automatic system.

Or,

You can e-mal commands to the
listserver using the addresses and
commands bel ow:

BasiINet ReuNet HIOC BBS
Listserver E-mail Commands

If you experience problemswith the ML
or listserver you may contact the system
administrator (sysop) via e-mail to

Sysop@reu.org

User Commands

subscribe
Subscribe to an email list.

E.G.

To subscribeto amailing list, send a
message to:

listserver @reu.org

In the message area put:

subscribe studies

subscribe sermons

subscribe prayers

subscribe bible-day

subscribe one-body

unsubscribe
Unsubscribe from an email list.

inactive

Make yourself inactive on the list. This
isgood for when you leave on vacation,
or just don't want any email for a
while.

active
Make yourself active on the list again.

get
Request an information file from the
server. Thelist administrator may set
up filesfor you to retrieve that may
contain various information. Do not
use afile extension.

help
Retreives this information.

info
Retrievesinformation on email lists
hosted by this server

Please note: our e-mail system uses
spam filters which are set very dtrictly,
to the extent they even block out entire
networks if those networks have a
history of sending, relaying, or
otherwise being involved in sending
spam to our system. Many of the words
in our spam filter are sometimesused in
non-spam e-mail. If your e-mail is
bounced, you may log on to the BBS
and contact whomever it is you desire
directly in Conference mail area O
(zero), so we can add your e-mail
address to our filter by-pass.

Jerusalem was divided into two; one part was called Jebus, the other Salem: the one wasin the tribe of Juda, the other in the
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THE BASILIAN
FATHERS

(The Society of Clerks Secular of Saint Basil)
WHEN WE TEACH WE SHOULD NOT PRESUME TOO MUCH

In literature - books, plays, etc. - it israre for any character to even be noted as relieving himself, to eliminate bodily waste. Even
in Westerns, where the cowboys subsist on a diet in which beans and coffee are the main ingredients, elimination of bodily waste
is rarely mentioned.

The author presumes you know and realize this elimination will take place in the course of nature, and also presumes (hopefully
heiscorrect in his presumption) you really are not interested in this aspect of the ongoing activities.

When we teach others we often make similar presumptions: that certain facts we know and beliefs we profess are known and
possessed by those whom we are teaching.

This presumption often is not accurate.

We actually teach others constantly. Everything we do or say, and how we do what we do and say what we say, teaches others.
Even in doing something as mundane as purchasing groceries, we are teaching others. Therefore, we must always be careful, and
always attempt to teach what is good.

In teaching settings more formal than purchasing groceries, such as discussing anything with others, we should not presume the
others have the same foundation or knowledge base as have we.

Asin the Western, where readers who are familiar with certain aspects of life are not interested in having them fully explored
and explained, and often not interested in even having them mentioned, so too are those whom we teach not interested in having
certain matters, foundations and basics, with which they are familiar, fully rehashed, explained, and explored. But often this must
be done for the person whom you are teaching may have a basic misunderstanding, such as the person who views Christianity as
a philosophy rather than a faith wherein Jesus Christ is God and God is a Trinity of Persons in one Substance.

We therefore should carefully ascertain the level of knowledge possessed by the one being taught. We need not convince them to
believe, but merely to comprehend, especially divergences in positions and beliefs.

Thisreally can not be done in depth during a three minute conversation in the grocery store check out line. But the basics can be
presented even in such light conversation.

In amore formal setting the areas of common and divergent understanding can be, and should be, more fully explored.

+

The syllabus comments are retained -
their value should be obvious.

OUTLINE OF THE STUDIES CURRICULUM OF THE

SOCIETY OF CLERKS SECULAR OF SAINT BASIL
Even those of us who have been Priests for many years should, from time to time, | Minor Orders-
review various components of basic studies. The passage of time, life's experiences,
and the corrupting influence of the world and society, can warp our perspective as
well as sharpen and clarify our perception and understanding. With this in mind,
this overview of some of the sources of the basics is given, with the suggestion you
peruse these works from time to time.

The Holy Bible: Old Testament and
New Testament is required reading and
should be a permanent part of one's li-
brary. One should have a working fa-
miliarity with The Bible - without
which familiarity one will not progress
in studies, orders, or life. However, we

(Continued SSB NEW S on page 5)

If you are a Priest and have never read these books, we strongly suggest you do. If
you have, but it has been many years, read Lossky, McCloskey, and Meyendorff
again. You will appreciate them much more now, than you first read them.

THE WISE BEGGAR SEEK S

THE FREEDOM FOUND IN

THE NATURAL ORDER OF
GOD THE SUPREME

(A seriesof Related Articlesin
thislssue. Part 5 of 6.)

WHEN WE BEG GOD, ARE
WE PREPARED TO RE-
CEIVE?

Thereisan aspect of sin which isa
form of positive, but this concept
should not be carried toofar.

Everyone asks God to help them from
time to time during the course of their
life. The child who did not study for an
exam asks God to help them know the
answers. A soldier asks God to make
the incoming rounds miss. A person
traveling down a wet road asks God to
stop the car when it is skidding into an
accident. A person in debt asks God to
provide some extra money. People get-
ting married, if they are wise, ask God
to be an active part of their marriage.

From time to time we all beg God for
something. We should realize that when
God does provide something in re-
sponse to our prayers, He Himsaf ac-
companies that which He has provided.

God actually accompanies His answer
to our prayers, even if what He provides
is not that which we requested but
something else. We should therefore al-
ways be prepared to receive God, espe-
cially when we have requested His as-
sistance.

Being prepared to receive God means
we must be as free from sin, and the ef-
fectsof sin, asis possible. We must pre-
pare a place within ourselves to receive
God. Just as, if God were to come to
your house for a visit, you would wish
to have a clean, comfortable place for
Him to sit, and something nice for Him
to eat, and a clean dish upon which to
serveit, so too should you wish yourself
to be a decent place for Him to come.
Since God does not like sin, we know

the more one has overcome sin and the
effects of sin, the better prepared that
oneisto receive God.

It can be very discouraging to continu-
ally attempt to overcome your sins, yet
continue to commit the same stupid sins
over and over again.

If it were easy to overcome sin, to stop
committing the same sins over and over
again, what would happen? Would you
suddenly begin to worship God more of-
ten and more perfectly? Or, would you
likely begin to become more satisfied
with your spiritual life, become compla-
cent, and eventually, very slowly, drift
away from thinking about God and wor-
shiping God, and then be worse off than
you were?

Your sins can help keep you focused on
God. Thisis not to mean we should be
happy we sin, for it would be best if we
were to never sin again. But given hu-
man nature, it is not likely any of will
cease sinning until the time of our phys-
ical death. Be happy and thankful if
your sinsare not of the caliber of amur-
derer for hire, or a serial killer, or of a
power mad tyrant, or a pimp. These,
much more serious sins, can be the
death of a soul.

But the lesser sins, terrible as they are,
can provide us with a form or type of
positive, for they remind us of our defi-
ciencies and give us goals which can be
attained. They give us the goals of not
committing them ever again. They also
give us the goal of becoming more and
more acceptable to God.

In doing this we prepare the way for
God to bein usas Heisin Heaven.

But removal of sin and the effects of sin
should not be the extent of our prepara-
tion. We must replace sin and its effects
with something else, otherwise we will
just have a big, empty place for God to
visit, or for Him to make a home.

We should prepare a place with which
He will be comfortable. If someone we
like, admire, and upon whom we wish

to make a good impression, were to
come visit, we would not only clean up
the house and ourselves, but also try to
find out what they like in the way of
food and accommodation, provide those
things, and inform ourselves regarding
topics which they like to discuss.

So in preparing for God, knowing He
will accompany that for which we ask
from Him, we should not only clean up
our souls, but also adorn ourselves with
God Himself, for nothing is more ap-
propriate.

In making these preparations we should
learn more about God, not by guessing
about passages from the Bible, but by
reading what the Early Church Fathers,
especially the Desert Fathers, have writ-
ten about God. Why read what the Fa-
thers of the Church have written about
God? Because they have been successful
in establishing good relationships with
God. You would not ask a glutton how
to prepare to receive a health trainer, so
why ask the Devil how to receive God?

But if all you desire iswhat you can get
from God without having to accept God
as well, then you will receive nothing
from God other than continued exis-
tence. Eventually you will at least inter-
nally acknowledge your mistake, but if
that acknowledgment is after your phys-
ical life has ended, that acknowledg-
ment will have come too late to be of
any use to you.

Too often we are like a dog which has
focused on the roast beef sandwich
someoneis holding. Do not focus on the
sandwich, focus on the One holding the
sandwich.

Ref: 1Cor:4:1-5; Luke 3:1-6

tribe of Benjamin. After it was taken and burnt by the men of Juda, it was quickly rebuilt again by the Jebusites, as we may
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example that willfully and intentionally
harmonizing your own free will to that
of another is not ensaving your free
will and yourself to another. The plan
for the redemption of mankind was
through the taking on of human nature
by God the Son, and thereafter living a
human life and all that accompanies hu-
man life except commission of sin. That
plan included teaching by word and ex-
ample, the ending of His human life in
His own sacrificial suffering and death,
and the proof of His truth in His resur-
rection. This plan was accepted by Jesus
Christ God the Son, and enacted exactly
in accordance with the will of God His
Father.

Without in the least diminishing His
freedom and independence, God the
Son followed the will of God the Father,
not for His own betterment or gain, but
for the betterment and gain of those
subservient to Him. The Divine obliga-
tion to save the beggars could have been
fulfilled with the flash of a thought. In-
stead, it was fulfilled in amanner which
left no doubt as to how the beggars were
to proceed so as to receive payment.
When one considers this fact, that God
the Son had no problem with making
His will harmonious to that of God the
Father, why do humans have a problem
with the concept of doing the same?

But when we look at many of the benefi-
ciaries of God's humbling Himself
through becoming human, living as hu-
man, suffering, death, and continuing
to provide protection and guidance after
His resurrection even though most hu-
mans would have just taken it easy in
Heaven; when we look at many of these
beneficiaries we find people who are
unwilling to even appear to be sub-
servient even though they have the ex-
ample of God Himself serving and con-
tinuing to serve.

By what warped process does the crea-
ture, the created, attempt to place itself
above the creator. Perhaps some people
believe their own day dreams. Perhaps
they believe the types of science fiction
stories where the super computer made

by humans takes over the world, and
think they can do the same. But in the
real world there can be no contest as to
who is supreme. Besides, even just
thinking along those lines is being un-
grateful. Is that ungratefulness an indi-
cator of the problem? Perhaps. But, per-
haps the answer to what is their prob-
lem isfound in Isaias, where it is writ-
ten: 26:7. The way of the just is right,
the path of the just isright to walk in.
26:8. And in the way of thy judgments,
O Lord, we have patiently waited for
thee: thy name, and thy remembrance
are the desire of the soul. 26:9. My
soul hath desired thee in the night:
yea, and with my spirit within me in
the morning early | will watch to thee.
When thou shalt do thy judgments on
the earth, the inhabitants of the world
shall learn justice. 26:10. Let us have
pity on the wicked, but he will not
learn justice: in the land of the saints
he hath done wicked things, and he
shall not see the glory of the Lord.

All of creation awaited the coming of
The Christ. He has come, and though
He has returned to Heaven, yet He re-
mains with us.

He will fulfill the remainder of His
promise, and will come again in splen-
dor and glory such that there will be no
doubt as to His reality. But all doubt as
to His reality will have already been re-
moved for most people at the end of the
physical life of each person. At that
time each person will know their eter-
nity, for each will receive the judgment
promised by God.

Right now, while we are still able to
beg, it behooves us to thank our bene-
factor by forming oursalvesinto a thank
you gift acceptable to God. He has told
us what kind of gift is acceptable to
Him: a humble, contrite, heart. A heart
which acknowledges the supremacy of
God, and which acknowledges its own
failure to fully and properly accept the
gifts of existence and salvation given to
it by God.

Let each of us resolve to accept these
giftsasfully and as properly asis possi-

ble for us.

In reality, each of us knows most if not
all of our faults. our failures to properly
accept the gifts from God. And the wise
amongst us have been working on cor-
recting these faults, these failures.

Continueto try to correct these failures.
Do not be disheartened when the faults
do not evaporate. It was not easy for Je-
sus to be tortured to death, and it will
not be easy for us to correct the cause of
His sufferings - the cause being our
sins. But it can be done,

Ref: Philipp 4:4-7; John 1:19-28; Isaias
26:7-10; and St. Augustine, discourse
on the Psalms

Saints Florus and Laurau, brothers who
lived in lllyriain the second century,
were masons who built a what was sup-
posed to be a pagan temple but they
dedicated it to Christ for which they
werekilled. In Russia, especially Nov-
grod and the North, they are considered
healers; and in other places patrons of
horses depicted with St. Michael giving
them herds of horses

(Continued SSB NEWSS from page 4)

are not impressed by ready quotes and
cites to passages. We are impressed by
comprehension. We use the Douay
Rheims edition. The Douay Rheims edi-
tion does contain some "Rome rules and
Orthodox are mistaken" editorial com-
ments. However, it was trandated before
anyonein the West had an "axe to grind"
or protest against authority to substanti-
ate by danting a trandation, it uses ar-
chaic language which in and of itsdlf is
explicit in meaning, avoids modern in-
tentional "unisex" and "political correct-
ness'; it is the trandation we use in the
English language Divine Liturgy; and it
isthetrandation we use. An ASCII DOS
text version is available at our web site,
http://www/reu.org  (try the link
http://www.reu.org/public/bible/bibl.htm
). It dsoisavailablein many Church and
Religious stores, and from Tan Books
and Publishers
http://mwww.tanbooks.com/ , TAN Books
and Publishers, Inc. 2020 Harrison Ave.
Rockford, IL 61105 1-800-437-5876 .

The Orthodox - Basilian Catechism (No.
1), avalable a our web site,
http://www.reu.org (try using the link
http://www.reu.org/public/liturgys.htm )
in Adobe PDF, Hypertext, and ASCII
DOS text formats, or a comparable work.
While they are available, a paper printed
edition will be provided freeto applicants
who have been accepted for studies. This
Q & A format catechism should be read
for comprehension and familiar-
ity.."Testing" does not require answers as
direct quotes: comprehension of material
being the benchmark.

The Divine Liturgy - one must be com-
pletely and thoroughly familiar with of
one's primary rite (Eastern or Western),
particularly with the Liturgical duties
and functions of the status or position
sought, and with all lower positions, and
able to perform those functions. Eastern
Rite must be functional in the Liturgies
of both St. John and St. Basil. Western
Rite must be functional in the Gregorian
Rite as used by The Society of Clerks
Secular of Saint Basil. Latin Triditine
Rite must be functional in that rite as

used by The Society of Clerks Secular
of Saint Basil. The Gregorian Rite is
available on the SSB web site
http://mww.reu.org (try using the link
http://mwww.reu.org/public/liturgys/litid
x.htm))

Sub Diaconate -

General Church History and Early The-
ological Development - such as The
Church History of Saint Eusebius
(http://www.reu.org/public/theol ogical/
major.htm), Books | through X, The
Life of the Blessed Emperor Constan-
tine, by Eusebius Pamphilus, Books |
through 111 (one point of focus: therele-
vancy of relationship between secular
government and Church gover-
nance/dogmatic considerations at that
time and now); ORIGEN DE PRIN-
CIPIIS
(http://www.reu.org/public/origen/orig.
htm) Preface through Book 1V; and
some of the works of and about Saint
Basil the Great, such as: St. Basil,
Treatise de Spiritu Sancto Ch | through
XXX, Hexaemeron, funeral Oration of
St. Gregory Naziazen, (an exploration
of modern scientific concepts juxta-
posed to those concepts presented by
Saint Basil, in works such asin On the
Firmament, the Luminous Bodies, and
any perceived problems of assimilation
between the two, should be explored).

Saint Augustine: CONFESSIONS and
Enchiridion
(http://www.reu.org/public/theol ogical/
major.htm)

Catholicity and the Church, John
Meyendorff, St. Vladimir's Seminary
Press, Crestwood New York, (1983, or
later edition) 1SBN 0-88141-006-3,
Athens Printing Company, NY, NY,
should be available through Light and
Life Publishing Company and possibly
through Pauline Books and Media .

Marriage an Orthodox Perspective, by
John Meyendorff, St. Vladimir's Semi-
nary Press, Crestwood New York,
(1984, or later edition) ISBN O-
913836-05-2, should be available

through Light and Life Publishing Com-
pany and possibly through Pauline Books
and Media.

Diaconate -

Theology for Beginners, F. J. Sheed,
Sheed & Ward, N.Y., copyright 1957
(1962 or later edition) Sheed and Ward
Inc., LC Cat. No. 57-10174.

The Mystical Theology of the Eastern
Church, by Vladimir Lossky, St
Vladimir's Seminary Press, Crestwood
New York, (1976, or later edition), ISBN
0-913836-31-1.

The Orthodox Way, Kallistos Ware, St.
Vladimir's Seminary Press, Crestwood
New York, (1986, or later edition), ISBN
0913836 58 3.

Priesthood -

St. John Chrysostom, Six Books On the
Priesthood, available on the SSB web site
at
http://mww.reu.org/public/theol ogical/pa
trolo.htm Patrology Vol XVII, and also
generally, St. Vladimir's Seminary Press,
Crestwood New York.

Theology and Sanity, F. J. Sheed, (new,
enlarged edition, new preface), Our Sun-
day Visitor, Inc., Huntington, Indiana
46750, Second Edition 1978 or later,
ISBN 0-87973-854-5, LC Cat No. 78-
62340.

When You Are Angry With God, Pat
McCloskey, Paulist Press, New
York/Mahwah, Paulist Press, 997
Macarthur Boulevard, Mahwah, New
Jersey 07430, copyright 1987, ISBN O-
8091-2869-1

Byzantine Theology: Historical Trends
and Doctrinal Themes, by John Meyen-
dorff, Fordam University Press (1974,
1976, or later edition).

And, of course, the History of the For-
mation of The Society of Clerks Secu-
lar of Saint Basil.

(Continued SSB NEW S on page 6)

gather from ver. 21; and continued in their possession till it was taken by king David. (DR Trandation notes Judges 1:8)



Page 6 FOR THE GODLESSAND SINNERSON THE ROAD TO HELL

January, 2007 A.D. REUNION Val. 15 No. 1

REUNION Val. 15 No. 1, January, 2007 A.D.

FOR UNITY OF HISKINGDOM ON EARTH, HISCHURCH Page 27

(Continued SSB NEWSS from page 5)

Suggested PUBLISHERS: Light and Life
Publishing Company, 4808 Park Glen
road, Minneapoliss, MN 55416
(http://www.light-n-life.com) :(952)
925-3888 Fax:(952) 925-3918
(International) Fax: (888) 925-3918
(U.S. and Canada), Pauline Books and
Media, Daughters of Saint Paul, 50 Saint
Pauls Avenue, Boston, MA 02130-3491
(http://www.pauline.org) .

+

(Continued DISM AS from page 1)

modern times, Father Dismas was acutely aware of man’s, and especially his own,
unworthiness to be in Holy Orders. Hence he chose the name of Dismas, The Good
Thief. Where many others seem to acquire a swagger in their walk upon ordination, he
who had with difficulty learned humility, seemed to attain the greatness of humility
upon ordination. Y et he remained a manly person. All of hislife he was one who found
happiness in just being with family and friends - not feeling compelled to aways be
talking or doing something, but just in being with them - something which few people
can comprehend in this world of meaningless noise and un-guided movement. His de-
votion to the Ever Virgin Mother of God, Mary Most Holy, and her expressed desire of
her Son, for reunification of the Church, and his humility marked by obstinacy or, as
he put it, “hard headiness’, and his prayerfulness could be imitated to great spiritual
gain by theimitator.

+

(Continued WEAK from page 1)
edges of civilization.

Amongst these are many of those who are prostitutes, especially part-time prostitutes
(those who use it to supplement their other income), and especially those who seem
unable to earn a living via other means. In many instances the lack of employment
opportunities and other, honest economic factors, can the the impetusinto that activity.
But far more often the driving factor isit is a simple means by which to obtain money
for the purchase of drugs.

Others who often live on the edges of society and civilization are the mentally ill for
whom there is no institutional setting and for whom there has been provided no
treatment - especially where treatment is possible.

Wherethereisno form of possible treatment for certain forms of the homeless mentally
ill, then there can and should be a strong concern. And when honest economic factors
preclude or interfere with a person’s earing a living, then there should be a strong
concern. That concern should be a driving, heart rendering, force.

But for those who have willfully joined the ranks of those for whom we have concern,
our concern should be focused more on the utter waste of a life. The waste of a life
which could have had some measure of temporal happiness, instead of mental stupor,
or temporary euphoria at controlling someone or something, or at “breaking all the
rules’. A life which could have had some measure of meaningfulness in that it
worshiped God instead of the nothingness it does worship. A life which could have
ended in eternal happiness, instead of that in which it appearsto be most likely to end.

This is where our concern should lie, where it should focus. It should focus here
because even if you are one of those who isfoolish enough to not believe in God, acting
as though you did believe in God and following what God has indicated is proper, will
make your own life much more enjoyable. Unless, of course, you are one of those who
preys upon, who uses, thase for whom we should have concern. In that instance you are
just another of those for whom the intelligent and wise ones have concern.

+ Paul, S.S.B.

(Continued CBS from page 1)

The program was presented in the form
of a scholarly discussion, with frequent
cuts to Roman Catholic Mass, Orthodox
Icons, used a background of familiar
Christmas songs as well as background
music of what sounded like Western
liturgical music.

It attacked the truthfulness of the four
Gospels, and even referred to several
fake writings which were presented as
valid, such as the “ Gospel of Philip”
and the “ Gospel of Thomas’, which the
program stated were written before the
Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and
John. In actuality, the writings which
the program states are older than the
four Gospels, have been proven to have
been written long after the four Gospels.

The program promoted the concept,
that the Biblical relation of the
conception of Christ, His virgin birth,
the murder of the Holy Innocents, the
flight into Egypt, and Christ’searly life,
are all metaphoric. It further promoted
the idea that the metaphoric approach
does not invalidate anything because
the metaphoric approach supports the
true purpose of the New Testament
which is to present a new way for
society to function.

In attacking the Divinity of Christ
and the Virgin Birth, CBS attacked
the foundations of Christianity, for
without these, Jesus Christ was just
another man. That obvioudy was the
intent of CBS. +

(Continued 3 OF 6 from page 26)

since. But these wise beggars could not
return to God in the type of relationship
which had existed before the fall of
Adam. They could not return because
humans were incapable of repairing the
damage which had been wrecked by
Adam. Only God could repair the dam-

age.

So the wise amongst mankind begged
for God to repair the damage, and
waited for God to do what was needed
to repair the damage.

The foolish amongst mankind did not
seek anything better than that which
thisworld has to offer. So when told the
Saviour was here, they looked for
worldly signs that Jesus Christ was the
Saviour. And He gave them many
worldly signs that He is the Saviour. He
raised the dead, cured theincurable, fed
thousands without there being any place
from which to procure food, calmed the
seas in the midsts of storms, and did
many other things which are impossi-
ble. These foolish beggars hoped Jesus
would give them al of the delights of
the flesh and of this physical world.
They were disappointed, for what He of-
fered was only eternal salvation and
happiness through union with God for
all eternity. And that was not what they
desired, and isnot what they desire even
to this very day.

But the wise beggars were delighted
with what Jesus Christ offered. They de-
sired that special relationship with God
that had existed beforethefall of Adam.
When they discovered what would be
through and because of Christ was even
better than that relationship, they were
ecstatic.

No one but God knows what isin a per-
son’s heart, or why a person does what
they do, or iswhat they are. But we can
look to this physical world for outward
examples of good and ill effects, of wise
and foolish choices.

Of course, not every one who matches
the appearance about to be given is one
of these, and while, not every drunk, or

drug user, or sexual pervert, or sexual
glutton, looks wasted, worn, and sickly,
and acts irrationally, many of them do,
and most of them eventually do.

And that isthe appearance of the soul of
the foolish beggar, of the one who has
no desireto follow the rules. The physi-
cal body of the foolish beggar may ap-
pear to be healthy, but that soul is cov-
ered with scabs and running sores
which are signs of the disease within
which rots out what little life is inside.
It isirrational, choosing willfully to be
wesak, diseased, and miserable, sothat it
can feed the desires of its body, fully
knowing its body will die leaving the
soul with no delights what-so-ever. It
does this so it can show and prove it
neither needs nor desires God, and that
it is supreme over God for it rejects
God' srules and the natural order where
God the Creator of al, even of that soul,
issupreme over all else.

And while not every person whois clear
of eye and mind is also free from the
sins we mentioned, the soul which is
wiseis clear of eye and firm of mind. It
well may have battle scars, and may be
constantly healing from minor wounds,
but it is healthy, and will recover from
those wounds. The more scars it has,
the more obvious it has had a difficult
time in overcoming evil, but the healed
scars numbering more than the still
open wounds show it has steadily
strengthened. It must be constantly vigi-
lant, for the enemy is sneaky, wily, wise
in the ways of deceit, and very strong.
But the wise soul knows the rules estab-
lished by God lead to eternal happiness
through union with God for all eternity.
That soul has read the signs, and is so
strong it finds nothing demeaning in ac-
knowledging the truth, that the natural
order of God being supremeis good and
desirable,

The wise beggar receives what he has
really desires, but foolish one . . . God
help him if he actually receives what he
says he desires.

Ref: Romans 15:4-13; Mat.. 11:2-10
+

THE WISE BEGGAR SEEK S

THE FREEDOM FOUND IN

THE NATURAL ORDER OF
GOD THE SUPREME

(A seriesof Related Articlesin
thislIssue. Part 4 of 6.)

THE PATRON INDEBTED
HIMSELF TO THE
BEGGARSAND FULFILLED
HISOBLIGATION BEYOND
THE BEGGARS DREAMS.

So, why do the beggar s attack their
benefactor ?

The Jews were very anxious to know
whether or not Saint John was the
Christ because the Jews were the people
who had received the promise from
God, that al of mankind would be re-
deemed. But most of the Jews thought
the promise applied only to themselves,
and not to the Gentiles, even though the
Prophets had said the Christ would also
be the salvation of the Gentiles.

In making His promise to mankind God
the Father actually obligated Himself to
provide for our salvation. The Supreme
Being, the Patron, became indebted to
the beggars. Being perfect, God met and
fulfilled that obligation in a manner to-
tally beyond the expectations of the beg-
gars. Being perfect, He fulfilled it not to
the bare amount as would a person pay-
ing a sum of money that was due, but
fulfilled it as though an inexhaustible
treasury had its doors opened and the
gold coins of grace were poured out in a
never ending cascade. All each person
had to do was to scoop up the gold, but
if a person turned away from the trea-
sure that person would not receive the
treasure.

Being God, the Father not only pro-
vided the means for salvation, but also
the mediator and the teacher, in the Per-
son of His only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ.

Jesus Christ - God, gives usthe ultimate

(Continued 4 OF 6 on page 28)
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gar share or have in common is that
without the assistance of others, they
would not survive; they would die.

Even in what they do with what they
receive, the foolish and the wise beggar
differ. The foolish beggar uses up what
he receives and grubs after more. The
wise beggar attempts to use what he re-
celves to the best advantage, and to bet-
ter himsalf, and if possible, to better or
to assist others.

From the instant of our creation each of
us was and remains dependant on some-
one dsefor everything we need and ev-
erything we desire. In the womb, at the
breast, in the crib, toddling, learning,
working, raising our own children, in
health, sickness, and death, we are de-
pendant on others; and whether we like
it or not, realize it or not, we are beg-
gars.

Look at the gift we have received from
our Patron. The gift of existence, life,
and the potential of everlasting happi-
ness in union with our Patron, who is
God. Every person who has, does, and
will exist, receivesthis gift. There never
has been, is not, and never will be any-
one or anything which has not received
at least one aspect of this gift, that as-
pect being the gift of existence.

Once the gift is given, it can not be de-
nied in total, but it can be denied in
part. No one can cease to exist, and
once created God will not withdraw that
gift. A person can stop the gift of life
only in part, for while one can kill their
physical body, one can not kill the spiri-
tual part of their sdf, nor can anyone
prevent the eventual reunification of
their body, soul, and spirit. But anyone
can deny the gift of everlasting happi-
nessin union with God simply by reject-
ing God, or by rejecting His rules for us
which isthe same as rejecting God.

There is only one religion which pro-
fesses belief in God, worships God, and
propounds a way of life, in a manner
which is in harmony with the gifts
which God has given to us. That reli-

gion is the One Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church, with the Orthodox
part of that Church fulfilling that role
better than any other part of the true
Church or any other religion. The Ro-
man portion comes in a far distant sec-
ond to the Orthodox portion.

All of thisis very plain, very simple,
very easy to ascertain and to know. Why
then do so many people not acknowl-
edge these things? Why do many people
pretend to have uncertainty as to which
set of rulesisthe correct set actually es-
tablished by the real God? Why do so
many people express uncertainty as to
the real existence of God, and as to
which religion isthe truereligion?

We have the answer from what we
learned in childhood. The seven deadly
or capital sins, namely: Pride, Cov-
etousness, Lust, Anger, Gluttony, Envy,
and Sloth. One or more of these is the
root of the denial of those who deny
God, or His gifts to us, whether in toto
or in part.

It simply does not make sense to deny
on€' s status as beggar, nor does it make
sense for oneto deny the truth of God in
the manner He has given for His
Church to present.

If one were to wait until thereis seen a
gigantic cross or crucifix shining in the
sky from East to West, or until the Son
of Man is seen coming in a cloud re-
splendent with power and majesty, one
would have waited until too late. If one
were to wait until after death, when the
knowledge will bear certainty for those
who doubt, one again would have
waited until too late. And any attempt to
attack the rules, especially an attacked
based in a personal concept of fairness
or justice, denies the fact that oneis a
beggar, dependant on the Patron who
gives as He wills, in accordance with
fairness and justice which is His, and
His alone, to determine.

Ref: Rom. 13: 11-14; Luke 21: 25-34

+

THE WISE BEGGAR SEEK S

THE FREEDOM FOUND IN

THE NATURAL ORDER OF
GOD THE SUPREME

(A seriesof Related Articlesin
thisIssue. Part 3 of 6.)

THE WISE BEGGAR
RECEIVESWHAT HE HAS
REALLY DESIRED, BUT
FOOLISH ONE, ...,WHO IS
TO KNOW WHAT HE WILL
RECEIVE - ONLY GOD
KNOWS

Art thou he that art to come (Mat.
111:2)?

With this question Saint John the Fore-
runner, the Baptist, fulfilled and com-
pleted his role as the Forerunner, the
one who announced He for whom all of
creation had awaited.

Himself abeggar, Saint John knew from
the time he was in the womb, exactly
Who and What his cousin Jesus Christ
is. Saint John knew why he himself
preached, and Whose way he prepared.
He sent his followers to Jesus with the
guestion so that his followers would
also know the true Christ.

When Satan and the other fallen angels
revolted against God, the revolted
against the natural order that God isthe
ultimate and all eseis beholden to and
subject to God. In attacking the natural
order these fallen angels introduced
evil, and are the spirits of evil, and, evil
spirits. Their habitation ceased to be in
Heaven, and Hell was created for them.
Knowing of the physical world, they at-
tempted to infest it, and to lead it to join
them in Hell. The evil spirits were suc-
cessful when the presented Eve with
carefully selected bait, and then with
Adam through Eve, again using care-
fully selected bait. With the fall of
Adam and Eve, physical creation left
God. Adam, Eve, Able, and the wise
amongst mankind have been seeking,
and begging, to return to God ever

(Continued 3 OF 6 on page 27)

IMITATION OF CHRIST
By Thomas a Kempis

Several issues ago we began serializing
the Imitation of Christ by Thomas a
Kempis. Many things interfered with
our continuation of that presentation.

We now continue where we “|eft off”.

IMITATION OF CHRIST
By Thomas a Kempis
BOOK ONE

The Fourteenth Chapter
Avoiding Rash Judgment

Turn your attention upon yourself and
beware of judging the deeds of other
men, for in judging others a man labors
vainly, often makes mistakes, and easily
sins, whereas, in judging and taking
stock of himself he does something that
is always profitable.

We frequently judge that things are as
we wish them to be, for through
personal feeling true perspective is
easly lost.

If God were the sole object of our
desire, we should not be disturbed so
easily by opposition to our opinions. But
often something lurks within or
happens from without to draw us along
with it.

Many, unawares, seek themselves in
the things they do. They seem even to
enjoy peace of mind when things
happen according to their wish and
liking, but if otherwise than they desire,
they are soon disturbed and saddened.
Differences of feeling and opinion often
divide friends and acquaintances, even
those who are religious and devout.

An old habit is hard to break, and no
one is willing to be led farther than he
can see.

If you rely more upon your
intelligence or industry than upon the
virtue of submission to Jesus Christ, you
will hardly, and in any case slowly,
become an enlightened man. God wants

us to be completely subject to Him and,
through ardent love, to rise above all
human wisdom.

The Fifteenth Chapter
Works Donein Charity

Never do evil for anything in the
world, or for the love of any man. For
one who is in need, however, a good
work may at times be purposely left
undone or changed for a better one.
Thisis not the omission of a good deed
but rather itsimprovement.

Without charity external work is of no
value, but anything done in charity, be
it ever so small and trivial, is entirely
fruitful inasmuch as God weighs the
love with which a man acts rather than
the deed itsdlf.

He does much who loves much. He
does much who does a thing well. He
does well who serves the common good
rather than his own interests.

Now, that which seems to be charity
is oftentimesreally sensuality, for man's
own inclination, his own will, his hope
of reward, and his sdf-interest, are
motives seldom absent. On the contrary,
he who has true and perfect charity
seeks sdf in nothing, but searches all
things for the glory of God. Moreover,
he envies no man, because he desires no
personal pleasure nor does he wish to
regoice in himsdlf; rather he desires the
greater glory of God above all things.
He ascribes to man nothing that is good
but attributes it wholly to God from
Whom all things proceed as from a
fountain, and in Whom all the blessed
shall rest astheir last end and fruition.

If man had but a spark of true charity
he would surely sense that all the things
of earth arefull of vanity!

The Sixteenth Chapter
Bearing with the Faults of Others

Until God ordains otherwise, a man
ought to bear patiently whatever he
cannot correct in himsdf and in others.
Consider it better thus -- perhaps to try

your patience and to test you, for
without such patience and trial your
merits are of little account.
Nevertheless, under such difficulties
you should pray that God will consent to
help you bear them calmly.

If, after being admonished once or
twice, a person does not amend, do not
argue with him but commit the whole
matter to God that His will and honor
may be furthered in all His servants, for
God knows well how to turn evil to
good. Try to bear patiently with the
defects and infirmities of others,
whatever they may be, because you also
have many a fault which others must
endure,

If you cannot make yourself what you
would wish to be, how can you bend
othersto your will? We want them to be
perfect, yet we do not correct our own
faults. We wish them to be severely
corrected, yet we will not correct
ourselves. Their great liberty displeases
us, yet we would not be denied what we
ask. We would have them bound by
laws, yet we will allow ourselves to be
restrained in nothing. Hence, it is clear
how seldom we think of others as we do
of ourselves.

If all were perfect, what should we
have to suffer from others for God's
sake? But God has so ordained, that we
may learn to bear with one another's
burdens, for there is no man without
fault, no man without burden, no man
sufficient to himself nor wise enough.
Hence we must support one another,
console one another, mutually help,
counsd, and advise, for the measure of
every man's virtue is best revealed in
time of adversity -- adversity that does
not weaken a man but rather shows
what heis.

The Seventeenth Chapter
Monastic Life

If you wish peace and concord with
others, you must learn to break your will
in many things. To live in monasteries
or religious communities, to remain

(Continued IMITATION on page 8)
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there without complaint, and to
perseverefaithfully till death isno small
matter. Blessed indeed is he who there
lives agood life and there ends his days
in happiness.

If you would persevere in seeking
perfection, you must consider yourself a
pilgrim, an exile on earth. If you would
become ardligious, you must be content
to seem a fool for the sake of Christ.
Habit and tonsure change a man but
little; it is the change of life, the
complete mortification of passions that
endow atruereligious.

He who seeks anything but God alone
and the salvation of his soul will find
only trouble and grief, and he who does
not try to become the least, the servant
of all, cannot remain at peace for long.

Y ou have come to serve, not to rule.
You must understand, too, that you
have been called to suffer and to work,
not to idle and gossip away your time.
Here men aretried as gold in afurnace.
Here no man can remain unless he
desires with all his heart to humble
himsdf before God.

The Eighteenth Chapter
The Example Set Us by the Holy
Fathers

Consider thelively examples set us by
the saints, who possessed the light of
true perfection and religion, and you
will see how little, how nearly nothing,
we do. What, alas, isour life, compared
with theirs? The saints and friends of
Christ served the Lord in hunger and
thirst, in cold and nakedness, in work
and fatigue, in vigils and fasts, in
prayers and holy meditations, in
persecutions and many afflictions. How
many and severe were the trials they
suffered -- the Apostles, martyrs,
confessors, virgins, and al therest who
willed to follow in the footsteps of
Christ! They hated their lives on earth
that they might have lifein eternity.

How strict and detached were the

lives the holy hermits led in the desert!
What long and grave temptations they
suffered! How often were they beset by
the enemy! What frequent and ardent
prayers they offered to God! What
rigorous fasts they observed! How great
their zeal and their love for spiritual
perfection! How brave the fight they
waged to master their evil habits! What
pure and straightforward purpose they
showed toward God! By day they
labored and by night they spent
themselves in long prayers. Even at
work they did not cease from mental
prayer. They used all their time
profitably; every hour seemed too short
for serving God, and in the great
sweetness of contemplation, they forgot
even their bodily needs.

They renounced all riches, dignities,
honors, friends, and associates. They
desired nothing of the world. They
scarcely alowed themselves the
necessities of life, and the service of the
body, even when necessary, was
irksome to them. They were poor in
earthly things but rich in grace and
virtue. Outwardly destitute, inwardly
they were full of grace and divine
consolation. Strangers to the world,
they were close and intimate friends of
God. To themselves they seemed as
nothing, and they were despised by the
world, but in the eyes of God they were
precious and beloved. They lived in true
humility and simple obedience; they
walked in charity and patience, making
progress daily on the pathway of
spiritual life and obtaining great favor
with God.

They were given as an examplefor all
religious, and their power to stimulate
us to perfection ought to be greater than
that of the lukewarm to tempt us to
laxity.

How great was the fervor of all
religious in the beginning of their holy
ingtitution! How great their devotion in
prayer and their rivalry for virtue! What
splendid discipline flourished among
them! What great reverence and
obediencein all things under the rule of
a superior! The footsteps they left

behind still bear witness that they
indeed were holy and perfect men who
fought bravely and conquered the
world.

Today, he who is not a transgressor
and who can bear patiently the duties
which he has taken upon himself is
considered great. How lukewarm and
negligent we are! We lose our original
fervor very quickly and we even become
weary of life from laziness! Do not you,
who have seen so many examples of the
devout, fall asleep in the pursuit of
virtuel

The Nineteenth Chapter
The Practices of a Good Religious

The life of a good religious ought to
abound in every virtue so that he is
interiorly what to others he appears to
be. With good reason there ought to be
much more within than appears on the
outside, for He who sees within is God,
Whom we ought to reverence most
highly wherever we are and in Whose
sight we ought to walk pure as the
angels.

Each day we ought to renew our
resolutions and arouse ourselves to
fervor as though it were the first day of
our religious life. We ought to say:
"Help me, O Lord God, in my good
resolution and in Your holy service.
Grant me now, this very day, to begin
perfectly, for thus far 1 have done
nothing."

As our intention is, so will be our
progress, and he who desires perfection
must be very diligent. If the strong-
willed man fails frequently, what of the
man who makes up his mind seldom or
half-heartedly? Many are the ways of
failing in our resolutions; even a dight
omission of religious practice entails a
loss of some kind.

Just men depend on the grace of God
rather than on their own wisdom in
keeping their resolutions. In Him they
confide every undertaking, for man,

(Continued IMITATION on page 9)
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may be beneficial, but Christ has
already informed us it is known only to
the Father and that the Father is
keeping that knowledge to Himself.
Therefore, guessing is senseless. What
is very important is what Christ told us
will happen. It isimportant to study this
passage so we may have a good concept
of both the horrors and of the blessings;
to study the way of life taught by Christ
- God so we comprehend it and the
“why” of it, so we can and will Follow
The Rules.

When one considerstruereality, what is
really of importance, all of us are very
much like the homeless, like beggars
who think they are living on the side of
the road, but really are living in the
wilderness.

In literature we often read a passage
wherein a beggar cals out, “ Give alms
to the poor. Give ams to the poor.
Receive blessings for giving ailmsto the
poor.”

We often fail to redlize we are that
beggar. We are the poor. We are poor in
what really matters. We are poor in
Grace, poor in that which the Holy
Spirit ourpoors upon us, poor in the
essense of God.

Jesus told us there are many rooms in
His Father’s house. Each of us has a
room in God's house, a room which
God has prepared for us. But whether or
not we occupy that room depends us, on
what we think and do or omit doing; on
how we live the life which God has
given to us.

Some look at God's house and never
attempt to enter. Some look around the
outside and see the entrance mat which
says, “wipe your feet,” and decide they
do not wish to follow the rules, they do
not wish to wipe their feet, they like
being dirty, and they leave. Some wipe
their feet and find their accomodations
are in the guest house. They are
displeased, for they think they deserve
the main house, and leave. Others
realize the guest house also is a schoal.

They study for a while, then, thinking
they will never be able to pass the final
exam, leave before they take that final
test. Others attempt to cheat, and are
expelled. Some refuse to bath or shower
or change their clothes and are expelled
because the stink up the house. Many
stay but seem to never seem to be alble
to pass any of the exams, or very few of
them. Some of these leave in despair of
ever learnig or passing. Others seem to
never be able to put the correct shoe on
the proper foot and constantly stumble.
But if they persevere they will
eventually, instinctively, correctly dress
themselves. And of those who seem to
never be able to pass a test, many do
persevere and eventually pass the test -
even if they have to stay after school, or
go to Summer School, engagge a
special tutor, or, which is the most
common, learn in the study hall with
the assistance of the other students who
learn from each other as well as from
the teacher - they are determined to
graduate to the Manor House and live
with God for al eternity.

We are created beggars, for even our
existance and our life are gifts from
God. We accept these, the first alms,
which God givesto us. Let us accept the
remaining ams which God offers: the
temporary housing in the guest house
which we enter through Baptism, the
school in life in the Church, the
nourishing food of the Eucharist, the
healing medicine of Confession and
Absolution, and the reward of passing
the final exam.

Ref: Col. 1:9-14; Mat. 24:15-35
+
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BEGGAR, BEG NOW, DO
NOT WAIT

In literature, when the beggar calls out,
“ Giveamsto the poor! Giveamstothe
poor!” the beggar knows he is poor. He
knows he lacks the means of living, the
means by which he can sustain hislife.
He knows he is dependant on others,
and their generosity, if he is to exigt,
and if he is to do more than just exist.
Everything he has was supplied to him
by someone dse. If heisfoolish, he has
anger and envy towards those who sus-
tain hislife. If heiswise, heisapprecia-
tive towards those who sustain his life,
and even more appreciative towards
those who provide him with more than
what is needed to sustain life - with [ux-
uries. The foolish beggar rejoicesif one
of his patrons suffers financial reverses
or if an evil befals one of those who
gives him donations. But the wise beg-
gar wishes every blessing upon those
who help him.

The foolish beggar envies the ones who
give him alms when they celebrate fes-
tive occasions. But the wise beggar, in
his gratitude towards those who help
him, wishes he could show that grati-
tude when his patrons celebrate special
occasions.

The foolish beggar has no sdlf respect,
and no respect for those who assist him.
But the wise beggar respects himself
and those who assist him.

Very often the foolish beggar does not
realize, or refuses to acknowledge, the
fact that he receives his sustenance from
others. The wise beggar knows and ac-
knowledges this fact, and is very appre-
ciative towards those who assist him.

The only thing the foolish and wise beg-
(Continued 2 OF 6 on page 26)
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will not impinge on these ahilities we
possess, for they are part of the free will
He has made intrinsic to us.

God knows what isin our minds and in
our hearts. He knows weather or not we
are inclined to follow Him, His
teachings, and His desires. He knows
what we want, and what we wish to
avoid. But it is surprising how often we
really do not know these things about
ourselves. God could react to our
innermost wishes, but since we may not
have carefully thought out these wishes,
it is best if we thoughtfully talk with
God; if we thoughtfully pray to God. It
isin talking and praying in that manner
that we will best be prepared for real
prayer, and also achieve true
introspection - true knowledge of
ourselves.

Our Saviour did not deny the requests of
the leper and of the centurion. He
fulfilled their requests for they were
reasonable, thought out, realistic,
requests which acknowledged Christ is
God. They were requests which
acknowledged God is in control, and
that mankind has no ahility to usurp
God's power or place. And the requests
were granted completely and fully,
without regard to the secular
allegiances of the one making the
request. Our Saviour was doing one of
the things which God does;, He was
helping those who requested help from
Him.

But understand something very
important: God will not help us to sin.
If the centurion had asked Jesus to cure
his servant so the servant could go kill
innocent babies, the outcome may have
been different. If the leper had asked to
be cleansed so he could engage in sin
more easily, the outcome may have been
different.

We aso should help those who request
our assistance, without regard as to
weather the one being assisted is friend
or foe. We should help those who wish
to harm us if they request our help, but
this does not mean we must help them

to harm us. It just means we should help
them emerge from their difficulties. If
they are hungry and without means to
provide their own food, we should help
them but this does not mean we should
become the main course of the meal.

And if they reject our assistance, then
the situation is no different than when
one of usrefuses God's help.

It is important to realize Our Saviour
did not require the leper become one of
His disciples. Nor did Herequire that of
the centurion, or of the centurion’s
servant. So too should we not require
those we assist become Christians. If
those we assist respond to God's grace
through our actions, then they will act
in accordance with that response and in
accordance with God's grace. But if we
require the ones we assist listen to our
preaching so-as-to receive assistance,
then we are not acting in a Christlike
manner.

Gifts must be free, without conditions.

When we sin, in a very real sense we
become enemies of God. We harm Jesus
in His passion and cross with every sin
we commit, for each sin must be
included in His passion, cross, and
death. Each sin requires sacrifice by
Christ to the Father for the sinner to
obtain reconciliation with God. Each
sin is an insult to God, a cause of pain
and suffering to Jesus, and by sin the
sinner declares he is to some extent an
enemy of God. But God did not and
does not withhold help from those of
His enemies who request help, and
neither can we if we are to become
Godlike.

S0, unless we are doing something like
physically placing a gun in the hands of
someone who wishes to shoot us - in
which instance we are helping them to
sin; when we help those who hate us,
we are doing what we are supposed to
do.

Ref: Rom 12:16-21; Mat. 8:1-13

+
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before He comes the second time. And
He makes it very clear that when He
does come for what we term The Second
Coming, there will be not even one
person, human, angel, physical,
spiritual, or anything ese which exists
of any nature what-so-ever, which will
have even the dightest doubt as to Who
and What He IS. Even the dust,
electrons, black holes, and everything
in between and outside of them will
acknowledge Him.

There are many who study Matthew
24:15-35 and also the Apocalypse - the
Revelation of Saint John - and other
prophetic portions of Holy Scripture. If
they study these for the purpose of
learning more about God, for the
purpose of better worshiping and
following God, their studies are
beneficial. Even if they are just curious,
their studies can be beneficial.

But if they study so they will have
knowledge not available to anyone else
with the intention of keeping that
knowledge private so they can have an
advantage, or feel superior to those
without such knowledge, they are foals,
for this is nothing more than the old
Gnostic heresy. Even worse, if they
study for the purpose of knowing
something in an attempt to adjust their
actions so that they can be sure they are
prepared for the “end of the world”, we
must ask them, why wait? It makes
much more sense to prepare now,
especially when one has no means of
knowing if onewill live until the second
coming. If you knew the end of the
world or the second coming were to be
one hundred days from this instant,
would you spend the next ninety-nine
days sinning and the last day repenting?
If you made than plan, how would you
be certain that you would live the full
one hundred days? It is very possible
you would live only for one more day, or
for twenty more days, and never see the
one hundred days - or even die half way
through day ninety-nine.

Knowing the day of the second coming
(Continued 1 OF 6 on page 25)
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indeed, proposes but God disposes, and
God's way is not man's. If a habitual
exercise is sometimes omitted out of
piety or in the interests of another, it
can easly be resumed later. But if it be
abandoned carelessly, through
weariness or neglect, then the fault is
great and will prove hurtful. Much as
we try, we gtill fail too easily in many
things. Yet we must always have some
fixed purpose, especially against things
which beset us the most. Our outward
and inward lives alike must be closely
watched and well ordered, for both are
important to perfection.

If you cannot recollect yourself
continuously, do so once a day at least,
in the morning or in the evening. In the
morning make a resolution and in the
evening examine yoursalf on what you
have said this day, what you have done
and thought, for in these things perhaps
you have often offended God and those
about you.

Arm yoursdf like a man against the
devil's assaults. Curb your appetite and
you will more easily curb every
inclination of the flesh. Never be
completely unoccupied, but read or
write or pray or meditate or do
something for the common good.
Bodily discipline, however, must be
undertaken with discretion and is not to
be practiced indiscriminately by
everyone.

Devotions not common to all are not
to be displayed in public, for such
personal things are better performed in
private. Furthermore, beware of
indifference to community prayer
through love of your own devotions. If,
however, after doing completely and
faithfully all you are bound and
commanded to do, you then have
leisure, useit as personal piety suggests.

Not everyone can have the same
devotion. One exactly suits this person,
another that. Different exercises,
likewise, are suitable for different times,
some for feast days and some again for
weekdays. In time of temptation we

need certain devotions. For days of rest
and peace we need others. Some are
suitable when we are sad, others when
we arejoyful in the Lord.

About the time of the principal feasts
good devotions ought to be renewed and
the intercession of the saints more
fervently implored. From one feast day
to the next we ought to fix our purpose
as though we were then to pass from
this world and come to the eternal

holyday.

During holy seasons, finally, we
ought to prepare ourselves carefully, to
live holier lives, and to observe each
rule more strictly, as though we were
soon to receive from God the reward of
our labors. If this end be deferred, let us
believe that we are not well prepared
and that we are not yet worthy of the
great glory that shall in due time be
revealed to us. Let ustry, meanwhile, to
prepare ourselves better for death.

"Blessed is the servant,” says Chrigt,
"whom his master, when he cometh,
shall find watching. Amen | say to you:
he shall make him ruler over all his
goods."[4]

[4] Luke 12:43, 44.

The Twentieth Chapter
The Love of Solitude and Silence

Seek a suitable time for leisure and
meditate often on the favors of God.
Leave curiosities alone. Read such
matters as bring sorrow to the heart
rather than occupation to the mind. If
you  withdraw  yourself  from
unnecessary talking and idle running
about, from listening to gossip and
rumors, you will find enough time that
issuitable for holy meditation.

Very many great saints avoided the
company of men wherever possible and
chose to serve God in retirement. "As
often as | have been among men," said
onewriter, "I havereturned lessaman."
We often find this to be true when we

take part in long conversations. It is
easier to be silent altogether than not to
speak too much. To stay at home is
easier than to be sufficiently on guard
while away. Anyone, then, who aims to
live the inner and spiritual life must go
apart, with Jesus, from the crowd.

No man appears in safety before the
public eye unless he first relishes
obscurity. No man is safe in speaking
unless he loves to be silent. No man
rules safely unless he is willing to be
ruled. No man commands safely unless
he has learned well how to obey. No
man rejoices safely unless he haswithin
him the testimony of a good conscience.

More than this, the security of the
saints was always enveloped in the fear
of God, nor were they less cautious and
humble because they were conspicuous
for great virtues and graces. The
security of the wicked, on the contrary,
springs from pride and presumption,
and will end in their own deception.

Never promise yourself security in
this life, even though you seem to be a
good religious, or a devout hermit. It
happens very often that those whom
men esteem highly are more seriously
endangered by their own excessive
confidence. Hence, for many it is better
not to be too free from temptations, but
often to be tried lest they become too
secure, too filled with pride, or even too
eager to fall back upon externa
comforts.

If only a man would never seek
passing joys or entangle himself with
worldly affairs, what a good conscience
he would have. What great peace and
tranquillity would be his, if he cut
himself off from all empty care and
thought only of things divine, things
helpful to his soul, and put al his trust
in God.

No man deserves the consolation of
heaven unless he persistently arouses
himself to holy contrition. If you desire
true sorrow of heart, seek the privacy of
your cell and shut out the uproar of the

(Continued IMITATION on page 15)
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The Orthodox - Basilian

Catechism
Q. 501. By what name is a bishop's
diocese sometimes called?
A. A bishop's diocese is sometimes
called his see. The diocese of Con-
stantinople, on account of its authority
and dignity, is called the Holy See of
Constantinople, and its bishop is called,
All Holiness, and first Amongst Equals.
Each Church Jurisdiction which isaPa-
triarchaite is called a Holy See, includ-
ing the Patriarchiate of Rome, whose
Patriarch is called the Holy Father or
Pope of Rome to distinguish him from
from other Churches which also use the
title Pope, such as the Coptic Church.
Pope means father.

Q. 502. What do we call the right by
which St. Peter or his successor has
always been the head of the Church
and of all its bishops?

A. We call the right by which St. Peter
or his successor has always been the
head of the Church, and of al its bish-
ops, the Primacy of St. Peter or of the
Pope. Primacy means holding first
place.

Q. 502. What is meant by The Pri-
macy of St. Peter, or the Primacy of
the Pope of Rome?

A. BythePrimacy of St. Peter, or of the
Pope of Rome, is meant holding first
place. It meansthe Pope of Rome holds
the place of First Amongst Equals,
amongst the ancient Patriarchial Sees
and Bishops of the Church. Primacy
does not mean ruler, as can be seen by
St. Peter’s asking St. James to call the
first council of the Church in Jerusalem,
to determine whether or not Gentiles
must become Jews before becoming
Chrigtians. However, in the year 1054
AD, the Roman Pope tried to make ev-
eryone in the Church subject to his per-
sonal authority, and this, along with
other political matters, caused a split in
the Church. The Patriarch of Con-
stantinople is now the First Amongst
Equals for the Orthodox Church, and
modern Roman Popes have indicated a

willingness to forego their claim of be-
ing absolute ruler of the Church, so
there is hope for reunification of the
Church. If this happens, most reason-
able Orthodox are more than willing to
have the Pope of Rome reassume the ti-
tle and posiiton of First Amongst
Equals.

Q. 503. How isit shown that St. Peter
or his successor has always been the
head of the Church, but that heis not
the absolute ruler of the Church?

A. 1. It is shown that St. Peter or his
successor has always been the head of
the Church:

1. From the words of Holy Scripture,
which tell how Christ appointed Peter
Chief of the Apostles and head of the
Church.

2. From the history of the Church,
which shows that Peter and his succes-
sors have always acted and have always
been recognized as the head of the
Church.

[1. It is shown that St. Peter’s
power was not absolute, but shared
amongst all the Bishops, because when
Gentiles wanted to become Christians,
St. Peter did not decide they did not
have to become Jewsfirst, but rather, he
asked St. James, who was Bishop of
Jerusalem, to call a council of all the
Bishops of the Church. St. Jamescalled
thisFirst Council of the Church, and the
Holy Spirit guided all the Bishops to
agree that Gentiles did not have to be-
come Jews before becoming Christians.

Q. 504. How do we know that the
rights and privileges bestowed on St.
Peter were given also to his succes-
sors?

A. We know that the rights and privi-
leges bestowed on St. Peter were given
also to his successors, because the
promises made to St. Peter by Our Lord
wereto befulfilled in the Church till the
end of time, and as Peter was not to live
till the end of time, they are fulfilled in
his successors. When the Roman Pope
tried to claim this authority for himself
in the year 1054 AD, the Church de-

creed this Primacy transferred to the Pa-
triarch of Constantinople.

Q. 505. Did St. Peter establish any
Church before he came to Rome?

A. Before he came to Rome, St. Peter
established a Church at Antioch and
ruled over it for several years.

Q. 506. Who ar e the successor s of the
other Apostles?

A. The successors of the other Apostles
are the Bishops of the Holy Catholic
and Apostolic Church.

Q. 507. How do we know that the
bishops of the Church are the succes-
sors of the Apostles?

A. We know that the bishops of the
Church are the successors of the Apos-
tles because they continue the work of
the Apostles and give proof of the same
authority. They have always exercised
the rights and powers that belonged to
the Apostles in making laws for the
Church, in consecrating bishops and or-
daining priests.

Q. 508. Why did Christ found the
Church?

A. Christ founded the Church to teach,
govern, sanctify, and save all men.

Q. 509. Areall bound to belong to the
Church?

A. All are bound to belong to the
Church, and he who knows the Church
to be the true Church and remains out
of it cannot be saved.

Q. 510. Isit ever possiblefor oneto be
saved who does not know the Catholic
Church to be the true Church?

A. It ispossible for one to be saved who
does not know the Catholic Church to
be the true Church, provided that per-
son:

1. Has been validly baptized;

2. Firmly believes the religion he pro-
fesses and practices to be the true reli-
gion, and

3. Dieswithout the guilt of mortal sin

(Continued CATECHISM on page 11)

ALITTLE REVIEW ABOUT
HONORING GOD

Let us quickly review some of the
prayers we pray in Divine Liturgy of
The Holy Name of Jesus, and some of
the Scripture readings and prayers
which refer to Christ’s Name,

In the name of Jesus let every knee
bow of those that are in heaven, on
earth, and under the earth; and let ev-
ery tongue confess that the Lord Jesus
Chrigt is in the glory of God the Fa-
ther. (Philip 2:10-11)

At the name of Jesus, not only in His
manifested presence, but in just making
reference to Him, every knee shall bend,
and every tongue confess He is God.
There are no options. You can defiantly
say you do not kneel at His name and do
not confess He is God, but you will do
these things in all eternity. You can
with shame and concern admit that you
do not usually kneel at the mention of
His name, or when reference is made to
Him. But that shame and that concern
confess Heis God and your belief thisis
s0. Every creature is subject to this: ev-
ery saint and angel and al the unusual
personsin Heaven, every person and ev-
ery frog, horse, and creature on Earth
and in the universe, and all the damned
in Hell including the Devil himself.

And after eight days were accom-
plished, that the child should be cir-
cumcised, his name was called JESUS,
which was called by the angel before
he was conceived in the womb. (Luke
2:21)

It is not just in His divine nature that
ultimate respect is due to Our Saviour,
but also in His human nature. Though
He has two natures, He is one Person,
and that Person is fully and completely
God, co-eternal with the Father and the

Holy Spirit.

O God, Who didst appoint Thine only-
begotten Son to be the Savior of the
human race, and didst command that
He be called Jesus, mercifully grant
that we may enjoy in heaven the vision

of Him Whose holy name we venerate
on earth.

Implicit in this prayer is, if we do not
venerate His holy name, we obviously
do not wish to go to Heaven.

Be it known to you all and to all the
people of Israel, that by the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ of Nazareth,
whom you crucified, whom God hath
raised from the dead, even by him, this
man standeth here before you, whole.
Thisisthe stone which was rejected by
you the builders, which is become the
head of the corner. Neither is there
salvation in any other. For thereis no
other name under heaven given to
men, whereby we must be saved. (Acts
4:8-12)

God is the only not-created. Everything
eseis created, and al of creation rests
on Christ asits foundation.

My mouth shall speak the praise of the
Lord, and let all flesh bless His holy
name. (Ps. 144:21)

Thy name, O Jesus, is ail poured out,
therefore the maidens have loved
Thee. (see Cant. 1:2)

My mouth shall speak the praise of the
Lord: and let all flesh bless His holy
name for ever. (Ps. 144:21)

| will extol Thee, O God, my King, and
I will bless Thy holy name, Jesus, for
ever (see Ps. 144:1)

I will praise Thee, O Lord my God,
with my whole heart, and | will glorify
Thy name for ever; for Thou, O Lord,
art sweet and mild, and plenteous in
mercy to all that call upon Thee. (Ps.
85:12, 5)

All the nations Thou hast made shall
come and adore before Thee, O Lord,
and they shall glorify Thy name: for
Thou are great, and dost wonderful
things. (Ps. 85:9-10)

All of these show different aspects of
why and how we should love and honor
God. We could discuss the numerous

occasions where God is shown no re-
spect, such asin the TV shows Seinfeld
and The Simpsons, or the dumb blonde
expression, “Oh my God!” But that is
not necessary. Those who wish to go to
Hell will have their wish fulfilled. To-
day we are concerned with those who
wish to praise God

Even if we have no material posses-
sions, no source of income, ill health,
rags for clothing, food from the garbage
dump, and everyone didikes us, we ex-
ist and in that existence is the potential
for eternal happiness. For that opportu-
nity wethank God, honor Him, and love
Him.

Ref: Acts 4:8-12; Luke 2:21

St. Thomas, Doubting Thomas
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THE TEMPLE (CHURCH) IS
THE GATE-HOUSE TO OUR
FATHER'SHOUSE

When our Saviour was teaching in the
temple at age twelve years, He was in
His Father’ s house, in the temple of His
Father. Today, we, as members of The
One Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church, also worship in the temple of
God the Father. And just as Christ was
in the temple teaching, so too, today, in
all Orthodox Churches, Christ is physi-
cally present and active.

We build these places of worship and
call them churches, and in so doing we
build temples to God the Trinity. Here
we pray to each person of the Blessed
Trinity in varying ways, but the prime
prayer we pray is the Divine Liturgy.
The Divine Liturgy is directed primar-
ily to God the Father, and so we can
rightly say that each of these templesis
atempleto God the Father.

But God the Son is perpetualy physi-
cally present in each of these temples,
and His physical presence is signified
by the red sanctuary lamp. But only sig-
nified by that lamp, for if the lamp is
extinguished, Christ remains.

As we gather to worship in this temple,
we gather in the the House of God, in
the House which contains many man-
sions.

But there are many who gather in
houses of worship which are not within
the House of God. These worshipers say
and some actually believe their house of
worship is dedicated to God in a proper
manner and that they worship God in a
proper manner, but they do not.

The temple where we worship, and ev-
ery other church of The One Holy
Catholic an Apostolic Church, can
more properly be thought of as a gate-
house giving passage way into the
House of the Lord God the Father.
Thus, those who worship in a true and
proper temple, which is of the true
Church, such asthisone, worship in the
physical presence of Christ Jesusin the

Holy Eucharist. And those who worship
in other churches, do not worship in the
physical presence of Christ Jesus.

If we obey God, when we die, we will
find that this gate-house leads to an en-
trance where we will receive our fina
cleansing and be clothed with the glori-
fication which our Saviour hasjudged is
proper to our individual lives. And if we
have not obeyed God, we will find the
gates barred against our entrance.

But those who do not worship in a tem-
ple of The One Holy Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church will find the have built and
lived in a gate-house which is not con-
nected to the House of God. It is con-
nected to nothing, and they have
nowhere to go. Some of these may be
lead by Christ to some portal into the
House of God if they have done the best
they could to do God’s will, but if they
had been in the Church founded by
Chrigt, they would not have had to find
another way of entry.

Just because someone worships, lives,
or otherwise isin a real gate-house to
Heaven does not mean that person will
gain entry to Heaven. There are many
who leave the the gate-house. Some are
physically present, but elsewhere spiri-
tually. Some leave physically and spiri-
tually. And some never enter.

A few persons come into the Lord's
temple and stay. These will require the
least cleansing before entry into God's
House. But most come and go. Of those
who come and go, it is those who try
their best to stay, who will be cleansed
and gain entry into the House of the Fa-
ther of our Saviour.

Learn as much as you can about the
Faith taught by Christ so that you can
monitor the Bishops and Priests who
serve the church, the temple, you at-
tend. Be sure they lead you in true
prayer: in prayer which is meaningful,
and not in prayer which sounds nice but
iswithout any real substance. If the atti-
tude of your Bishop or Priest is: look at
me, look at what | know, look at what |
do; then he needs an attitude adjust-

ment. But if hisattitudeis: | do all these
things using God's own power and it
scares me or gives me concern because
of my unworthiness or for reasons
which | can not express; then you have
a Bishop or Priest who may possesses
the beginnings of wisdom and perhaps
the beginnings of holiness.

The Bishop is the attendant of God’'s
temple, and the Priest is his assistant.
Without the Bishop, there is no Sacred
Eucharist, no physical presence of
Christ, and that church is just another
building just like a heretic's church. So,
if the Bishop is not a true Bishop, if he
does not believe in the real presence of
Christ in the Eucharigt, if he does not
have good Priests, there is a horrible
problem in that temple, for there is no
one to serve the worshipers and no one
to serve God as only the Bishop can
serve.

Remember, where the Bishop is, there
also isthe Church. Pray that all Bishops
will listen to Christ as He teaches them,
and ignore the multitude of temptations
ever present. And remember: just as a
good Bishop isatemple, agate-houseto
Heaven, so too is every true follower of
Christ. Keep the temple that is you
clean, and its doors open, so that others
may enter Heaven through you.

Ref: Col. 3:12-17; Luke 2:42-52

(Continued CATECHISM from page 10)
on his soul.

Q. 511. Why do we say it isonly a
possiblity for a person to be saved
who does not know the Cathalic
Church to be the true Church?

A. We say it is only a possiblity for a
person to be saved who does not know
the Catholic Church to be the true
Church, because the necessary condi-
tions are not often found, especially that
of dying in a state of grace without mak-
ing use of the Sacrament of Penance.

Q. 512. How are such persons said to
belong to the Church?

A. Such persons are said to belong to
the"soul of the church”; that is, they are
really members of the Church without
knowing it. Those who share in its
Sacraments and worship are said to be-
long to the body or visible part of the
Church.

Q. 513. Why must the true Church be
visible?

A. The true Church must be visible be-
cause its founder, Jesus Christ, com-
manded us under pain of condemnation
to hear the Church; and He could not in
justice command us to hear a Church
that could not be seen and known.

Q. 514. What excusesdo some give for
not becoming members of the true
Church?
A. The excuses some give for not be-
coming members of the true church are:

1. They do not wish to leave the reli-
gion in which they were born.

2. There are too many poor and igno-
rant people in the Church.

3. Onerdigion is as good as another
if we try to serve God in it, and be up-
right and honest in our lives.

Q. 515. How do you answer such ex-
cuses?
A.

1. To say that we should remain in a
falsereligion because wewerebornin it
isas untrue as to say we should not heal

our bodily diseases because we were
born with them.

2. To say there are too many poor and
ignorant in the Church isto declare that
it is Christ's Church; for He always
taught the poor and ignorant and in-
structed His Church to continue the
work.

3. To say that one religion is as good
as another is to assert that Christ la-
bored uselessly and taught falsely; for
He came to abolish the old religion and
found the new in which alone we can be
saved as He Himself declared.

Q. 516. Why can there be only one
truereligion?

A. There can be only one true reigion,
because a thing cannot be false and true
at the sametime, and, therefore, all reli-
gions that contradict the teaching of the
true Church must teach falsehood. If all
religions in which men seek to serve
God are equally good and true, why did
Christ disturb the Jewish religion and
the Apostles condemn heretics?

LESSON TWELFTH:
On the Attributes and Marks of the
Church

Q.517. What isan attribute?

A. An attribute is any characteristic or
quality that a person or thing may be
said to have. All perfections or imper-
fections are attributes

Q. 518. What isa mark?

A. A mark isagiven and known sign by
which athing can be distinguished from
all others of its kind. Thus a trademark
isused to distinguish the article bearing
it from all imitations of the same article.

Q. 519. How do we know that the
Church must have the four marksand
three attributes usually ascribed or
giventoit?

A. We know that the Church must have
the four marks and three attributes usu-
ally ascribed or given to it from the

CHILDREN’S PAGE

words of Christ given in the Holy Scrip-
ture and in the teaching of the Church
from its beginning.

Q. 520. Can the Church have the four
mar ks without the three attributes?
A. The Church cannot have the four
marks without the three attributes, be-
cause the three attributes necessarily
come with the marks and without them
the marks could not exist.

Q. 521. Why are both marks and at-
tributes necessary in the Church?

A. Both marks and attributes are neces-
sary in the Church, for the marks teach
usits external or visible qualities, while
the attributes teach usitsinternal or in-
visible qualities. It is easier to discover
the marks than the attributes; for it is
easier to seethat the Church isonethan
that it isinfalible.

Q. 522. Which are the attributes of
the Church?
A. The attributes of the Church are
three:

l.authority, infallibility, and inde-
fectibility.

Q. 523. What isauthority?

A. Authority is the power which one
person has over another so asto be able
to justly exact obedience. Rulers have
authority over their subjects, parents
over their children, and teachers over
their scholars.

Q. 524. From whom must all persons
derive whatever lawful authority they
possess?

A. All persons must derive whatever
lawful authority they possess from God
Himsdlf, from whom they receive it di-
rectly or indirectly. Therefore, to dis-
obey our lawful superiors is to disobey
God Himself, and hence such disobedi-
enceis always sinful.

+
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ICON#7

DIVINE LITURGY CARDS

ICON#4

These4 1/4” by 5 1/2* (folded)
lcon cards feature the above
Icons, and open to reveal prayer
intentions for the living and for
those who have Fallen Adeep in
TheLord.

For those who have Fallen
Adeep in The Lord, Icon # 19
graces the cover, with the follow-
ing text (reduced heretofit in this

St the fullness of Orthodox Cradition,

who  has ~Sfallen Asleap in The Lord,
will be remembered in the prayers and -
vine Liturgy (CMass) at FColy Snno-
cents Orthodor Church and its sister and
mission Ghurches and “Cemples, shrines and
chapels during the nezt thirty daps.
Regquasted SSp-

ate

o el

Fr. Paul

Holy Innocents Orthodox Church
31

column) insde:

General Intentions For the Liv-
ing, for weddings, illnesses, gen-
eral need, and for the sake of
prayer itself, etc.,, cards, have
Icons nos. 4, 7, 11, and 26 are
available on the covers. All the
Icons are full color printed cards.

Thetext on theinside of the cards
for theliving is given above, again
reduced here to fit insde the col-
umn.

jra

ICON#11 ICON #19

e thor fo e Sradiri:
mogerest s boor made on bekadf of

Divine Litwurgy (OHass) at SHboty
Crenocerts Orthodos Charch and s sis-
lor and rmissc b= and Semples,
hrimes ard A reg lhe rmeat thirty

dorgga.

LBeogecestod (By.-

Dace

¥ i)
(504) 738-3502

These cards are very beautiful,
bamboo or light gray in color, but
they are only a product - some-

ICON # 26

and other items, the donations we re-
ceive from these cards are of great
usetous. Your helpisawaysappre-
ciated.

thing to induce you to
make a donation
which we use to sup-
port the various
works we provide, in-
cluding publication of
REUNION.

To have a person in-
cluded in our prayers
and at Divine Liturgy,
send us a note, or fill
out the form in the
right column of this
pageand send it tous.
Thereisnofeefor the
prayers and Liturgies,
that would be Si-
mony.

Like Monasteries which
obtain donations for
their Icons, or sdl Icons

Dear Basilian Fathers,
Please include and remember

in the Divine Liturgy and Prayers for the (living - dead) at
Holy Innocents Orthodox Church and its sister and mis-
sion places of worship, on the occasion of

If special date enter MM/DD:
Requested by: (optional)

(Name)

(Address)

(City, State Zip)

Please mail thisdip to:

The Society of Clerks Secular of Saint Basil

Holy Innocents Orthodox Church

311 Hickory Avenue

Harahan, Louisiana 70123

or telephone (504) 738-3502

[Please note that prayer requests are also normally posted in
HOLY INNOCENTS ORTHODOX CHURCH BBS
http://mwww.reu.org with world wide access) / /

LEVELSOF RELIGIOUS
TEACHING

Our Saviour is always our Saviour, and
He also is always our Teacher. He
teaches us through the Dogma which
has been revealed to us by God.
Weather it be the Father, the Son, or the
Holy Spirit, who has made any particu-
lar revelation, is immaterial, in-so-far-
as the truth and the importance of that
revelation is concerned, for all that has
been revealed by God is true, and all
that has been revealed by God isimpor-
tant.

Truth does not change. Everything that
has been consistently taught as Dogma
by The One Holy Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church is till taught by the Ortho-
dox part of the Church, but there arein-
dividuals within the Orthodox part of
the Church who teach error. The same
is true for the Roman part of the
Church, and for the Coptic, Chaldean,
and other parts of the Church. It is
therefore very important that you know
the of the Dogma of the Church, and be
able to distinguish amongst Dogma,
Theology, Beliefs, and Tradition.

Everything in the Creed of Nicea as
prayed by the Orthodox Church is
dogma. The phrase, “and the Son”,
added by the Roman Church, is not
dogma, and to the best of our knowl-
edge has never been proclaimed as
dogma by the Roman Church.

Theology is an accumulation of theories
based in dogma. Dogmatically, the Holy
Spirit proceeds from the Father alone,
as stated in the Nicene Creed as prayed
by the Orthodox Church. The Creed as
prayed by the Roman Church before the
Great Schism of 1054 A.D., was exactly
the same as prayed by the Orthodox
Church. But some Galic Roman The-
ologians misread one of the theological
works of Saint Augustine of Hippo, and
expressed the theological opinion or
theory, that the Holy Spirit proceeds
from the Father and the Son. Eventually
this theological theory was included in
the Roman prayer which is entitled the
Nicene Crede, but the Roman version is

not the Nicene Creed becauseit does not
follow the text of the Creed adopted as
dogma by the First Council of Nicea,
and approved by the Second Council of
Nicea. Because it contradicts the dog-
matically proclaimed and confirmed
Nicene Creed, which does not have the
fillioque clause, the Roman Nicene
Creed is not dogmatic, but is theologi-
cal, and it constitutes theological as
well as dogmatic error.

This is one of the best examples of the
difference between dogma and theol-
ogy, because it compares exactly the
same thing, but in two different ver-
sions.

That God is a Trinity of Personsis, the
Father, he Son, and the Holy Spirit, is
dogma.

That we should not kill, and the com-
mandment, “Thou shalt not kill,” is not
just a Commandment of God, but isalso
part of the natural law. Because it is
part of the natural law, it is something
which we know, innately, in our human
nature. Parts of the application of this
commandment are dogmatic, such as it
being a prohibition against abortion.
But other parts of its application are
theological, because we have not had
full application of that law revealed to
us in a manner which we can readily
apply. Thus, how it appliesto legal exe-
cutions is currently a theological mat-
ter, and is constantly under theological
discussion. To execute a person for
stealing a leaf from someone's lawn,
would, dogmatically, be wrong. But to
execute a dangerous murderer is a mat-
ter for theological discussion.

Belief may be based in dogma, or dog-
matically related, or in theological con-
siderations, but it may be totally di-
vorced from them. A belief may be nec-
essary for salvation, or it may not, de-
pending on the nature of the belief. If it
is dogmatic, it is necessary for salva-
tion, but if it is not dogmatic, it is not
necessary for salvation. Since a dog-
matic belief is a matter of faith, exam-
ples of non-dogmatic belief will be
helpful. The appearance of the Blessed

Virgin at Fatimais approved by the Ro-
man Church and many Orthodox
Churches, asis her appearance and that
of Christ and the Father at Soufanieh.
But if you do not believe in these ap-
pearances, you can till attain salvation.
But the Medjugoria situation has not
been approved by the Roman or any Or-
thodox Church, and has actually been
determined by the Roman Church to be
afake. But if you believe in it, you can
dtill attain salvation, though you are be-
lieving something which, while it prob-
ably has not been condemned, has been
declared to befalse. In failing to believe
an apparition or in believing in one
which has been declared to be false, one
runs the risk of contradicting the
Church, and in so doing, contradictsthe
only earthly entity empowered by God
with the authority to make such deci-
sions. So, one runs the risk of commit-
ting a sin of disobedience. The mes-
sages proclaimed in approved appari-
tions may be dogmatic, and therefore
must be believed.

Finally we come to tradition. Tradition,
for the Church, is not just a matter of,
“that is the way we always do this’, or
of, “that is what we have always under-
stood or believed.” Tradition can be
considered to be that which has a his-
tory which is of being supportive of ho-
liness.

Always make sure your dogma is true,
and that your theology, beliefs, and tra-
ditions are dogmatic, for then you will
have God as the foundation for your
life.

Ref: Col. 3:12-17; Luke 2:42-52
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LEAVE THE PRISON OF SIN
AND JOIN THE WEDDING
FEAST

The wedding feast at Cana took place
on the third day, and on the third day
Christ rose again from the dead. The
wedding feast celebrated the union of a
man and a woman into a new person,
the married person. And the resurrec-
tion of Christ marked the reunion of
mankind with God, the marriage of
Christ to His Church.

The water of Cana was changed into
wine, and on the Cross Christ was
drained of the last drop of blood and
water, even from the pericardial sack.
At Divine Liturgy water is mixed with
the wine which is to be consecrated and
changed in to the Blood of Christ, just
as Christ permeates all who compose
His Church, without changing them
from being who they are. Just aswejoin
Christ and the Blessed Trinity God,
without changing who He is or who we
are. But, while what God is does not
change, what we are does change.

The water was changed into wine, into
something different and better. And we
are changed into something different
and better by Chrigt.

Just as Saint Peter was released from
the chains of prison, so too are we re-
leased from the prison of sin if we but
follow the Angel of God the Father, the
Holy Messenger of God the Father,
Christ Jesus our Lord. But if we do not
follow Him, we remain in the prison of
sin which leads to death, just as Saint
Peter would have been killed the next
day had he not followed the Angel.

The Ever Virgin Mary, Mother of God,
lead the waiters to obey her Son, and
today she continues to lead us to obey
and follow her Son. She was the first to
be a follower of her Son, in her accep-
tance of God the Father’s request she
become the Mother of God. She has
never failed to continue to follow Him,
and to lead othersto Him.

Because the wedding feast received the

benefit of the best wine ever made, it
continued as a happy event, and became
an even happier event. So too does the
Church find eternal happiness in
Christ, and the life of each person who
follows Christ changes from an ordi-
nary existence into the experience of
eternal happiness.

The water which flowed from Christ’'s
heart on the Cross, is the water of life,
the water of Baptism wherein we are
changed and become one with the Wine
which gladdens man’s heart. Christ in
us, wein Christ, each retaining individ-
uality and identity, and yet each im-
mersed and intermixed in, with, and
into the other. Each of us humans re-
stricted only by the merits we have
earned, yet each of us sharing to the
fullest of our capacity to share, with that
capacity ever increasing.

Just as a married man and woman each
remain an individual, yet are one per-
son, the married person, so too do we
each remain an individual, yet be one
with Christ in His bride, the Church.

Some people are like sparrows in the
winter. They peck away through the
leaves, seeking nourishment, hopping
and fluttering here and there. They
must keep a lookout for snakes and
large rodents, and even the occasional
larger predator, which will devour them
asthey search. They bathein the dust of
the road, seeking to quiet the vermin
with which they are infested, and in the
dirty water of the ditches which line the
road, seeking to preen their feathers.

But we can be cleansed with the Bap-
tismal waters which flow from the Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus on the Cross. Once
cleansed, we can have the occasional
vermin of sin removed and our feathers
preened back to perfection by the
cleansing Blood of Christ in Sacramen-
tal Absolution. And we need not seek
out nourishment under the leaves, or
fear the pile of grain in afield may be a
trap, for we have the Body and Blood of
Christ in the Sacred Eucharist, and He
has told us His flesh is food indeed and
His blood is drink indeed.

The prison of sin is a familiar place.
Some would rather the monster they
know, than chance the unknown. But
Christ is not unknown, for Christ is
God, and therefore known to all
mankind. Even to those who know Him
not, Heis known.

Christ is the Wine which does not de-
stroy. Christ is the Wine which nour-
ishes. Christ isthe Wine which does not
cause illness. Christ is the Wine which
cures illness. Christ is the Wine which
does not stain. Christ isthe Wine which
cleanses to brilliant light. Partake fully
of the Wine of Life, the Water of Eter-
nal Nourishment, Christ Jesus The
Lord.

Ref: Rom 12:6-16; John 2:1-11
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Communion. At the time of their
death they can not receive Holy
Anointing (The Last Rites) unless
they repent of their pro-abortion
stance, and if they die without repen-
tance, they can neither be buried with
the benefits of the Liturgies for the
Dead nor can they be buried in Hal-
lowed ground. There can only be the
hope they repented before they died,
and prayers made for them in hope of
that repentance.

But if such people die without repen-
tance, they probably go to hell when
they die.

There really is no difference between
pro abortion politicians and Adolph
Hitler, between abortion doctors and
Dr. Josef Mengele.

ST b R e

Archangel Michael

ABORTION AND
GOVERNMENT PEOPLE
- and -
CHANGING FROM
FILTHY WATER
TO
CLEAN WATER
TO
THE FINEST WINE

We are like water pots. We are filled
with water, and in the course of our nat-
ural life, that water becomes dirty with
use or stale from not being used.

Our Lord wishes to empty us of that
filthy, stale water which we contain,
that water which constitutes our sub-
stance, and fill uswith clean water. And
then, He wishes to change that clean
water into the finest of wine.

Wine warms man’s heart, and a good
wineistasty and refreshing. Wearelike
the bride and bridegroom at Cana. We
think we have the best that we can have,
and then what we have ends. Jesus
wants to replace what we have with
something better, with the best that
thereis.

But to receive what Jesus wants to give
to us, we must pour out our dirty water
and allow Jesus to replace it with clean
water. We must allow Jesusto replenish
the temporary world of thislife with the
permanent and better world of thelifeto
come. We must accept Divine Love
without reservation and give that Di-
vine Lovein return without reservation,
to everyone. To do this we must hate
evil and cleave to that which is good, to
God. We must assist to be good, not just
each other, but also all those whom it is
possible for us to assist. We do this by
the example of our own lives, which
must include frequent and fervent

prayer.

Our concern for each other must be real
concern, not just platitudes. When we
are really concerned for each other, we
regoice with those who are joyful, and
weep with those who weep, knowing the
joy they know and the sorrow they know

- not feeling their pain, but knowing
their sorrow.

And when someone wrongs us, even
though we resist thewrong and even at-
tempt to correct the wrong, we must not
curse the wrongdoer nor seek revenge.
Rather, we must pray they receive
God's blessings, and in God's bless-
ings, we must pray they attain salvation.
And we must willingly and intention-
ally desire the wrongdoer receive God’'s
blessings.

All of this is in accordance with The
Way, the human life Our Saviour Jesus
Christ lived and taught. If we become
filled with His blessings, we will live
such a life; but in order to receive His
blessings we must attempt to live such a
life. He will take that attempt and make
it become reality, and in that reality we
will become more blessed than we can
possibly imagine.

Therefore cast off al that is not in ac-
cordance with The Way taught by Our
Saviour, so He can fill you with that
which is so desirable that your heart has
not even begun to imagine it. For He
will fill you with Himself.

Ref: Rom 12:6-16; John 2:1-11
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punishment. The proud will be faced
with every confusion and the avaricious
pinched with the most abject want. One
hour of suffering there will be more
bitter than a hundred years of the most
severe penance here. In this life men
sometimes rest from work and enjoy the
comfort of friends, but the damned have
no rest or consolation.

You must, therefore, take care and
repent of your sins now so that on the
day of judgment you may rest secure
with the blessed. For on that day the just
will stand firm against those who
tortured and oppressed them, and he
who now submits humbly to the
judgment of men will arise to pass
judgment upon them. The poor and
humble will have great confidence,
while the proud will be struck with fear.
He who learned to be a fool in this
world and to be scorned for Christ will
then appear to have been wise.

In that day every trial borne in
patience will be pleasing and the voice
of iniquity will be stilled; the devout
will be glad; theirreligious will mourn;
and the mortified body will rejoice far
more than if it had been pampered with
every pleasure. Then the cheap garment
will shine with splendor and the rich
one become faded and worn; the poor
cottage will be more praised than the
gilded palace. In that day persevering
patience will count more than all the
power in this world; simple obedience
will be exalted above all worldly
cleverness; agood and clean conscience
will gladden the heart of man far more
than the philosophy of the learned; and
contempt for riches will be of more
weight than every treasure on earth.

Then you will find more consolation
in having prayed devoutly than in
having fared daintily; you will be happy
that you preferred silence to prolonged
gossip.

Then holy works will be of greater
value than many fair words; strictness
of life and hard penances will be more
pleasing than all earthly delights.

Learn, then, to suffer little things now
that you may not have to suffer greater
ones in eternity. Prove here what you
can bear hereafter. If you can suffer only
a little now, how will you be able to
endure eternal torment? If a little
suffering makes you impatient now,
what will hell fire do? In truth, you
cannot have two joys: you cannot taste
the pleasures of this world and
afterward reign with Christ.

If your life to this moment had been
full of honors and pleasures, what good
would it do if at thisinstant you should
die? All is vanity, therefore, except to
love God and to serve Him alone.

He who loves God with all his heart
does not fear death or punishment or
judgment or hell, because perfect love
assures access to God.

It is no wonder that he who still
delights in sin fears death and
judgment.

It is good, however, that even if love
does not as yet restrain you from evil, at
least the fear of hell does. The man who
casts aside the fear of God cannot
continue long in goodness but will
quickly fall into the snares of the devil.

Eliasin the chariot

ANNIVERSARY OF THE

FALL FROM GRACE OF

THE UNITED STATESOF
AMERICA

This month is the anniversary of the
Fall From Grace of the United States of
America. On January 22nd, will be the
anniversary of the United States
Supreme Court decision in Roe v.
Wade; the decision which legalized
abortion in the USA and lead to its le-
galization throughout the world.

This path to hell began with the legal-
ization of contraceptives, which gave
free reign to the strongest of natural
earthy desires, that of reproduction, of
sex. It has culminated in the virtually
total debasement of humankind..

God has consistently prohibited abor-
tion, and the Church has consistently
taught that abortion is never permitted.
Those paliticians who defend any right
to an abortion, even those who would
restrict abortion to instances of rape, in-
cest, or to prevent the death of the
mother, are in total opposition to God
and to His expressed will.

There is a serious difference between a
mother who obtains an abortion, and a
politician who supports the ability to
obtain an abortion and an abortionist. A
woman who obtains an abortion may be
confused, panicked, and not clear in her
thoughts. But both the politician who
supports the ability to obtain an abor-
tion and the abortionist are not in pan-
icked and confused states. They have
the time to reflect on their positions,
they know that God opposes abortions,
and that the Church, teaching the Will
of God, opposes abortion under any cir-
cumstances. Remember, abortion is not
aright; having an abortion is an ability,
not aright.

Therefore, politicians who support the
ability to obtain an abortion, and gov-
ernment officials who do likewise, and
abortionists, are all in open, knowing,
willful defiance of the Will of God.

Such persons can not receive Holy
(Continued FALL on page 19)
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world, asit iswritten: "In your chamber
bewail your sins." There you will find
what too often you lose abroad.

Your cell will become dear to you if
you remain in it, but if you do not, it
will become wearisome. If in the
beginning of your religiouslife, you live
within your cell and keep to it, it will
soon become a special friend and a very
great comfort.

In silence and quiet the devout soul
advances in virtue and learns the
hidden truths of Scripture. There she
finds a flood of tears with which to
bathe and cleanse hersdf nightly, that
she may become the more intimate with
her Creator the farther she withdraws
from all the tumult of the world. For
God and His holy angels will draw near
to him who withdraws from friends and
acquai ntances.

It is better for aman to be obscure and
to attend to his salvation than to neglect
it and work miracles. It is praiseworthy
for a religious seldom to go abroad, to
flee the sight of men and have no wish
to see them.

Why wish to see what you are not
permitted to have? "The world passes
away and the concupiscence thereof.”
Sensual craving sometimes entices you
to wander around, but when the
moment is past, what do you bring back
with you save a disturbed conscience
and heavy heart? A happy going often
leadsto a sad return, amerry evening to
a mournful dawn. Thus, al carna joy
begins sweetly but in the end brings
remorse and desath.

What can you find elsewhere that you
cannot find here in your cell? Behold
heaven and earth and all the e ements,
for of these all things are made. What
can you see anywhere under the sun that
will remain long? Perhaps you think
you will completely satisfy yourself, but
you cannot do so, for if you should see
all existing things, what would they be
but an empty vision?

Raise your eyesto God in heaven and
pray because of your sins and
shortcomings. Leave vanity to the vain.
Set yoursdlf to the things which God has
commanded you to do. Close the door
upon yourself and call to you Jesus, your
Beloved. Remain with Him in your cell,
for nowhere else will you find such
peace. If you had not l&ft it, and had not
listened to idle gossip, you would have
remained in greater peace. But since
you love, sometimes, to hear news, it is
only right that you should suffer sorrow
of heart from it.

The Twenty-First Chapter
Sorrow of Heart

If you wish to make progressin virtue,
livein the fear of the Lord, do not look
for too much freedom, discipline your
senses, and shun inane silliness. Sorrow
opens the door to many a blessing
which dissoluteness usually destroys.

It is a wonder that any man who
considers and meditates on his exiled
state and the many dangers to his soul,
can ever be perfectly happy in this life.
Lighthearted and heedless of our
defects, we do not fedl the real sorrows
of our souls, but often indulge in empty
laughter when we have good reason to
weep. No liberty is true and no joy is
genuine unless it is founded in the fear
of the Lord and a good conscience.

Happy is the man who can throw off
the weight of every care and recollect
himself in holy contrition. Happy is the
man who casts from him all that can
stain or burden his conscience.

Fight like a man. Habit is overcome
by habit. If you leave men alone, they
will leave you alone to do what you have
to do. Do not busy yourself about the
affairs of others and do not become
entangled in the business of your
superiors. Keep an eye primarily on
yourself and admonish yourself instead
of your friends.

If you do not enjoy the favor of men,
do not let it sadden you; but consider it

a serious matter if you do not conduct
yourself as well or as carefully as is
becoming for a servant of God and a
devout religious.

It is often better and safer for us to
have few consolations in this life,
especially comforts of the body. Yet if
we do not have divine consolation or
experience it rarely, it is our own fault
because we seek no sorrow of heart and
do not forsake vain outward
satisfaction.

Consider yoursdlf unworthy of divine
solace and deserving rather of much
tribulation. When a man is perfectly
contrite, the whole world is bitter and
wearisome to him.

A good man always finds enough over
which to mourn and weep; whether he
thinks of himself or of his neighbor he
knows that no one lives here without
suffering, and the closer he examines
himself the more he grieves.

The sinsand vicesin which we are so
entangled that we can rarely apply
ourselves to the contemplation of
heaven are matters for just sorrow and
inner remorse.

| do not doubt that you would correct
yourself more earnestly if you would
think more of an early death than of a
long life. And if you pondered in your
heart the future pains of hell or of
purgatory, | believe you would willingly
endure labor and trouble and would fear
no hardship. But since these thoughts
never pierce the heart and since we are
enamored of flattering pleasure, we
remain very cold and indifferent. Our
wretched body complains so easily
because our soul is altogether too
lifeless.

Pray humbly to the Lord, therefore,
that He may give you the spirit of
contrition and say with the Prophet:
"Feed me, Lord, with the bread of
mourning and give meto drink of tears
in full measure."[5]

(Continued IMITATION on page 16)
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[5] Ps. 79:6.

The Twenty-Second Chapter
Thoughts on the Misery of Man

Wherever you are, wherever you go,
you are miserable unless you turn to
God. So why be dismayed when things
do not happen as you wish and desire?
Is there anyone who has everything as
he wishes? No -- neither 1, nor you, nor
any man on earth. Thereisno onein the
world, be he Pope or king, who does not
suffer trial and anguish.

Who is the better off then? Surely, it
is the man who will suffer something
for God. Many unstable and weak-
minded people say: "See how well that
man lives, how rich, how great he is,
how powerful and mighty." But you
must lift up your eyes to the riches of
heaven and realize that the material
goods of which they speak are nothing.
These things are uncertain and very
burdensome because they are never
possessed without anxiety and fear.
Man's happiness does not consist in the
possession of abundant goods,; a very
littleis enough.

Living on earth istruly a misery. The
more a man desires spiritual life, the
more bitter the present becomes to him,
because he understands better and sees
more clearly the defects, the corruption
of human nature. To eat and drink, to
watch and sleep, to rest, to labor, and to
be bound by other human necessities is
certainly agreat misery and affliction to
the devout man, who would gladly be
released from them and be free from all
sin. Truly, the inner man is greatly
burdened in this world by the
necessities of the body, and for this
reason the Prophet prayed that he might
be as free from them as possible, when
he said: "From my necessities, O Lord,
deliver me."[6]

But woe to those who know not their
own misery, and greater woe to those
who love this miserable and corruptible

life. Some, indeed, can scarcely procure
its necessities either by work or by
begging; yet they love it so much that, if
they could live here always, they would
care nothing for the kingdom of God.

How foolish and faithless of heart are
those who are so engrossed in earthly
things as to relish nothing but what is
carnal! Miserable men indeed, for in the
end they will see to their sorrow how
cheap and worthless was the thing they
loved.

The saints of God and all devout
friends of Christ did not look to what
pleases the body nor to the things that
are popular from time to time. Their
whole hope and aim centered on the
everlasting good. Their whole desire
pointed upward to the lasting and
invisible realm, lest the love of what is
visible drag them down to lower things.

Do not lose heart, then, my brother, in
pursuing your spiritual life. Thereisyet
time, and your hour is not past. Why
delay your purpose? Arise! Begin at
once and say: "Now is the time to act,
now is the time to fight, now is the
proper time to amend.”

When you are troubled and afflicted,
that isthe time to gain merit. Y ou must
pass through water and fire before
coming to rest. Unless you do violence
to yourself you will not overcome vice.

Solong aswelivein thisfragile body,
we can neither be free from sin nor live
without weariness and sorrow. Gladly
would we rest from all misery, but in
losing innocence through sin we also
lost true blessedness. Therefore, we
must have patience and await the mercy
of God until this iniquity passes, until
mortality is swallowed up in life.

How great is the frailty of human
nature which is ever prone to evil!
Today you confess your sins and
tomorrow you again commit the sins
which you confessed. One moment you
resolve to be careful, and yet after an
hour you act as though you had made no
resolution.

We have cause, therefore, because of
our frailty and feebleness, to humble
ourselves and never think anything
great of ourselves. Through neglect we
may quickly lose that which by God's
grace we have acquired only through
long, hard labor. What, eventually, will
become of us who so quickly grow
lukewarm? Woe to us if we presume to
rest in peace and security when actually
there is no true holiness in our lives. It
would be beneficial for us, like good
novices, to be instructed once more in
the principles of a good life, to see if
there be hope of amendment and greater
spiritual progressin the future.

[6] Ps. 24:17.

The Twenty-Third Chapter
Thoughts on Death

Very soon your life here will end;
consider, then, what may be in store for
you elsewhere. Today we live
tomorrow we die and are quickly
forgotten. Oh, the dullness and
hardness of a heart which looks only to
the present instead of preparing for that
which isto come!

Therefore, in every deed and every
thought, act as though you were to die
this very day. If you had a good
conscience you would not fear death
very much. It is better to avoid sin than
to fear death. If you are not prepared
today, how will you be prepared
tomorrow? Tomorrow is an uncertain
day; how do you know you will have a
tomorrow?

What good is it to live a long life
when we amend that life so little?
Indeed, a long life does not always
benefit us, but on the contrary,
frequently adds to our guilt. Would that
in this world we had lived well
throughout one single day. Many count
up the years they have spent in religion
but find their lives made little holier. If
it is so terrifying to die it is

(Continued IMITATION on page 17)
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nevertheless possible that to live longer
is more dangerous. Blessed is he who
keeps the moment of death ever before
his eyes and prepares for it every day.

If you have ever seen a man die,
remember that you, too, must go the
same way. In the morning consider that
you may not live till evening, and when
evening comes do not dare to promise
yourself the dawn. Be always ready,
therefore, and so live that death will
never take you unprepared. Many die
suddenly and unexpectedly, for in the
unexpected hour the Son of God will
come. When that last moment arrives
you will begin to have a quite different
opinion of the life that is now entirely
past and you will regret very much that
you were so careless and remiss.

How happy and prudent is he who
tries now in life to be what he wants to
be found in death. Perfect contempt of
the world, a lively desire to advance in
virtue, alovefor discipline, the works of
penance, readiness to obey, self-denia ,
and the endurance of every hardship for
thelove of Christ, these will give aman
great expectations of a happy desath.

Y ou can do many good workswhen in
good health; what can you do when you
areill? Few are made better by sickness.
Likewise they who undertake many
pilgrimages seldom become haly.

Do not put your trust in friends and
relatives, and do not put off the care of
your soul till later, for men will forget
you more quickly than you think. It is
better to provide now, in time, and send
some good account ahead of you than to
rely on the help of others. If you do not
carefor your own welfare now, who will
care when you are gone?

The present isvery precious; these are
the days of salvation; now is the
acceptable time. How sad that you do
not spend the time in which you might
purchase everlasting lifein a better way.
The time will come when you will want
just one day, just one hour in which to
make amends, and do you know

whether you will obtain it?

See, then, dearly beloved, the great
danger from which you can free
yourself and the great fear from which
you can be saved, if only you will
always be wary and mindful of death.
Try tolive now in such a manner that at
the moment of death you may be glad
rather than fearful. Learn to die to the
world now, that then you may begin to
live with Christ. Learn to spurn all
things now, that then you may freely go
to Him. Chastise your body in penance
now, that then you may have the
confidence born of certainty.

Ah, foolish man, why do you plan to
live long when you are not sure of living
even a day? How many have been
deceived and suddenly snatched away!
How often have you heard of persons
being killed by drownings, by fatal falls
from high places, of persons dying at
meals, at play, in fires, by the sword, in
pestilence, or at the hands of robbers!
Death isthe end of everyone and thelife
of man quickly passes away like a
shadow.

Who will remember you when you are
dead? Who will pray for you? Do now,
bel oved, what you can, because you do
not know when you will die, nor what
your fate will be after death. Gather for
yourself the riches of immortality while
you have time. Think of nothing but
your salvation. Care only for the things
of God. Make friends for yoursalf now
by honoring the saints of God, by
imitating their actions, so that when you
depart this life they may receive you
into everlasting dwellings.

Keep yourself as a stranger here on
earth, a pilgrim whom its affairs do not
concern at all. Keep your heart free and
raiseit up to God, for you have not here
a lasting home. To Him direct your
daily prayers, your sighs and tears, that
your soul may merit after death to pass
in happinessto the Lord.

The Twenty-Fourth Chapter
Judgment and the Punishment of Sin

In all things consider the end; how
you shall stand before the strict Judge
from Whom nothing is hidden and Who
will pronounce judgment in all justice,
accepting neither bribes nor excuses.
And you, miserable and wretched
sinner, who fear even the countenance
of an angry man, what answer will you
make to the God Who knows all your
sins? Why do you not provide for
yourself against the day of judgment
when no man can be excused or
defended by another because each will
have enough to do to answer for
himself? In this life your work is
profitable, your tears acceptable, your
sighs audible, your sorrow satisfying
and purifying.

The patient man goes through a great
and salutary purgatory when he grieves
more over the malice of one who harms
him than for his own injury; when he
prays readily for his enemies and
forgives offenses from his heart; when
he does not hesitate to ask pardon of
others; when heis more easily moved to
pity than to anger; when he does
frequent violence to himself and triesto
bring the body into complete subjection
to the spirit.

It is better to atone for sin now and to
cut away vices than to keep them for
purgation in the hereafter. In truth, we
deceive ourselves by our ill-advised love
of the flesh. What will that fire feed
upon but our sins? The more we spare
ourselves now and the more we satisfy
the flesh, the harder will the reckoning
be and the more we keep for the
burning.

For a man will be more grievously
punished in the things in which he has
sinned. There the lazy will be driven
with burning prongs, and gluttons
tormented with unspeakable hunger and
thirst; the wanton and lust-loving will
be bathed in burning pitch and foul
brimstone; the envious will howl in
their grief like mad dogs.

Every vice will have its own proper
(Continued IMITATION on page 18)




